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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A

Grant Request Application Form

1. Date of Application





2. Date of Project or Activity


3/12/04






5/10/04

3. Applicant Organization Name and Address

friends of lovejoy park
(FLP)
1126 16th St. N.W., Suite 400, washington, D.C. 20036

4. Contact Name 





5. Title

anne montgomery




president

6. Address (if different from above)

427 11th st. n.e., washington, d.c. 20002

7. Telephone






8. Fax

     (202) 329-8707 (cell)       



   (202) 789-2233 (work)

9. E-mail Address

annehmontgomery@hotmail.com

10. Brief Description of Proposed Project/Activity

see proposal below

11. Projected Total Cost  




12. Amount Requested


$2,500





     

$2,500

13. Other Sources of Funding (be specific, provide names)

n/a

14. Statement of Benefit (detailed description of project or activity, who will benefit and in what way)

Residents living in ANC6A will benefit from additional greenspace in the community.  Benefits will include more trees, reduced water runoff, cleaner air, a reduction in the temperature in the summer and overall. after several years of grassroots advocacy and concerted effort, the d.c. department of parks and recreation (dpr) has committed to building lovejoy park.  prior to dpr’s work, the FLP proposes to begin the process of preparing the area for construction by removing the existing  torn chain link fencing surrounding the park site, and the basketball hoops – all of which must be accomplished prior to the park being built. the immediate benefit to the community as a result of this “prep” work will be a cleaner and safer area. . in turn, this will boost enthusiasm among residents to volunteer their time and effort for park beautification activities, fundraising efforts, and maintenance.

LOVEJOY PARK PROPOSAL

Winter Properties, Inc., an Atlanta, Georgia-based real estate developer, has converted the former Lovejoy School, situated at 400 12th St. N.E. between D and E Sts., into a condominium community known as Lovejoy Lofts. The blacktop area immediately adjacent to Lovejoy Lofts that formerly served as the school’s playground and parking area, is in fact parkland within the jurisdiction of the D.C. Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR). Neighborhood residents have long played an active role in influencing the fate of Lovejoy School, which not long ago was a rodent and pigeon-infested, asbestos-ridden abandoned hulk that served as nothing more than a magnet for local criminal activity. More recently, local residents have turned their attention to improving the community through advocacy and organizational efforts, as well as fundraising initiatives, that are aimed at creating a new park for northeast Capitol Hill.

During the last year, neighborhood residents have organized to form Friends of Lovejoy Park (FLP), a 501(c)-3 nonprofit organization dedicated to development of the existing asphalt-covered area into green space that community residents can use and enjoy. (For details of the park’s proposed design, please see the concept drawing prepared by DPR senior landscape architect Maryse Beliveau.) FLP’s fundraising goal is currently $10,000 – an amount that will trigger donation of $20,000 by Winter Properties, for a total of $30,000. This donation pledge from Winter Properties was negotiated in 2001-2002 by local residents under the leadership of former ANC 6A Commissioner Ronald “TT” Nelson. In 2003, FLP hosted two fundraisers, raising a total of nearly $8,000. FLP enjoys the firm support of Ward 6 Councilmember Sharon Ambrose.

Most recently, FLP arranged a meeting with senior DPR officials on January 21st, 2004. Attendees were FLP Board Members Anne Montgomery, Richard Sundberg, Michael Musante, elected officer Catherine Shea, and Garden Resources of Washington (GROW) executive director and Lovejoy Park champion Judy Tiger. Also in attendance was DPR Director Neil Albert, planning and policy director Ted Pochter, and Ms. Beliveau. At thia meeting, Mr. Albert committed to building Lovejoy Park starting in late 2004, pending identification of funds to do so. While there is no firm estimate yet of the park’s total cost, it is expected to be in the range of $300,000-$400,000. Mr. Albert strongly advised FLP to earmark the majority of its funds for maintenance of Lovejoy Park. In addition, DPR has given FLP his permission to begin the process of cleaning up and beautifying the park area by removing existing fencing, and basketball hoops. It is for this purpose that FLP seeks an ANC grant of $2,500.

In addition to this project, FLP is planning two fundraisers in 2004 to continue to build its funding reserves for maintenance. The first, now scheduled for early April, will be held in the home of a Lovejoy Lofts resident. We also hope to have a summer “park party” prior to the start of full construction in order to advertise the park’s construction, and to build additional public support. Equally important, FLP members will be participating in a series of meetings orchestrated by DPR to discuss various aspects of the park once a Request for Proposals is issued this spring. We would be delighted to have input from ANC Commissioners and other interested parties during this process, and will be holding periodic meetings to gather input.

Additional sources of grant funding will be sought from other sources, e.g., GROW, once the park is at a point where this makes sense. For example, once the asphalt is removed on the site of the proposed community garden, FLP will apply to GROW for funding to make various improvements to this site, including construction of raised planting beds.

If FLP receives an ANC grant for $2,500, Board members will seek bids from interested local contractors for the work as described above. Once a bid is selected, FLP will notify the ANC as to the contractor and estimated start and completion dates for the project. Disbursement of funds will be requested such that receipts and other cost documents for the actual amount (not to exceed $2,500) can be submitted to the ANC Treasurer within 60 days.

Thanks to all Commissioners for considering this application, and for the enthusiasm of those who have already signaled their support for Lovejoy Park through attending a park fundraiser. Please don’t hesitate to contact Michael Musante or Anne Montgomery with any questions. 

