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REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE ANC 6A

February 25, 2003


Present: Commissioner Cody Rice, Resident Members Sherry Brown, Gene Butler, Jeff Fletcher, Virginia Gaddis, Enrique Gomez, and Drew Ronneberg.

Commissioner Cody Rice chaired the meeting.

Committee member introductions

Each committee member introduced himself or herself to the other committee members and the members of the public.

Discussion of meeting procedures

For specific projects requiring action or approval by the DC government, the committee will invite the applicant to make a presentation to the committee. With the help of the ANC Commissioner of the affected SMD, the committee will solicit input from residents or other interested parties. Following the presentation, community comments, and any clarifying questions, the committee will take up a motion for a recommendation to the ANC.

For activities of a more general nature (e.g., the H Street NE Strategic Development Plan), the committee will invite presentations and facilitate discussions of how the ANC can most effectively advocate for the interests of ANC 6A residents.

Announcements and updates
Commissioner Rice announced upcoming meetings related to economic development, zoning, and land use.  Rice also provided updates on several on-going HPRB and BZA cases.

Use variance application for 714 10th Street NE (BZA 16989)
The owners of 714 10th St NE are seeking a variance from the use provisions in an R-4 District to allow use of the existing row house as office space pursuant to 11 DCMR 3103.2. BZA will consider the application at the March 18, 2003 public meeting.

The committee heard a presentation from Norma Byrd (an owner) and her attorney Richard Schmitt. The applicants contend that they purchased the property in October 2002 based on an understanding that the property was zoned for commercial use (C-2-B). Upon application for a certificate of occupancy, the applicants learned that the actual zoning is residential (R-4). The applicants wish to use the property as an office for their management consulting business which currently has 7 employees.

The committee heard testimony from Marie-Claire Brown (resident) who expressed opposition to the application based on concerns about use of neighborhood parking for the employees, the presence of children in the area, the ready availability of commercial space on H Street NE, and the residential character of the identical houses on the block. The applicants did not provide any letters of support from owners of neighboring properties to the committee.

The committee voted unanimously to recommend that the ANC send a letter opposing the application to the BZA.

Discussion of 2003 ED&Z activities

The committee discussed a variety of potential activities for 2003 to further the interests of ANC 6A residents and promote understanding of the economic development, planning, and zoning process. Ideas discussed include:

1) Development of a vacant property list for action by DCRA and Office of Tax and Revenue. Commissioner Musante has begun such a list for his SMD.

2) Committee input to an H Street NE overlay district, possible joint meetings with ANC 6C Zoning Committee on H St issues (both activities need ANC approval per bylaws).

3) Information session on inclusionary zoning/affordable housing options

4) Presentation on Census 2000 data for ANC 6A.

5) Setting a schedule of informational presentations to the committee and community by HPRB, BZA, OP, ZC, DCRA, CHRS, H St CDC, H St Main St, NCRC, etc. on the economic development, land use planning, and zoning processes.

Sign up for automated meeting reminders and community listserv at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/anc6a

