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REPORT OF THE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE
OF ANC 6A
August 31, 2004

Present: Commissioners Cody Rice and Gladys Mack; Resident Members Gretchen Brandt, Sherry Brown, Jeff Fletcher, Virginia Gaddis, and Drew Ronneberg.

Commissioner Rice chaired the meeting.
Community Comment

A resident asked how to deal with a property with an accumulation of old, junked cars at 1117 G St, NE. According to the resident, some of these vehicles are on private property and others are in the alley behind the property. Committee members suggested reporting it to DCRA and/or the environmental crimes unit of MPD. Peter Jones (Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator) was at the meeting, and said he would have a look at the property.

Input for Zoning Commission Roundtable on Expanding the Uses Permitted in the CM Districts to include Emergency Shelters, Adult Rehabilitation Homes, and Community Correction Facilities

The committee discussed a public roundtable to be held by the DC Zoning Commission to discuss the issue of expanding the uses permitted within the CM (Commercial-Light Manufacturing) Districts. The Zoning Commission is exploring whether Emergency Shelters and Adult Rehabilitation Homes (which are both types of Community-Based Residential Facilities) and Community Corrections Centers (Halfway Houses for inmates in the last few months of their sentences) should be permitted in the CM Districts.

ANC 6A does not contain any CM Districts, and the closest such districts are along the train tracks heading northeast from Union Station and immediately to the west of Gallaudet University. According to the Zoning Regulations, “The Commercial-Light Manufacturing (C-M) Districts are intended to provide sites for heavy commercial and light manufacturing activities employing large numbers of people and requiring some heavy machinery under controls that minimize any adverse effect on other nearby, more restrictive districts.”

The committee discussed whether the intent of allowing these uses in CM Districts is to minimize potential protests that might occur if these facilities were to be located in or near residential zoned districts. The committee also discussed whether allowing these uses in the CM Districts would tend to encourage larger facilities. The committee noted that CM Districts are not uniformly distributed across the city (most are in NE and east of the Anacostia), and that allowing these uses as a matter of right may further contribute to existing inequities in the distribution of these types of facilities.

The committee discussed the findings of the Mayor’s Advisory Commission on Community Corrections Facility Siting:

http://doc.dc.gov/doc/frames.asp?doc=/doc/lib/doc/finalreport.pdf  

Committee members expressed the opinion that this report made many sensible recommendations that the Zoning Commission should consider, such as: 1) ensure and equitable distribution of  these facilities among and within Wards, 2) limit the size of facilities to 20-30 residents maximum, 3) make optimal use of existing facilities, and 4) establish a process for siting new facilities that involves the community through the ANCs.

· The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC send a letter to the Zoning Commission asking that full consideration be given to the recommendations of the DC Community Corrections Facility Siting Advisory Commission.
1125 G Street, NE: Update
The committee invited Denzil Noble of DCRA/BLRA to discuss progress at this property, but he did not attend. Commissioner Rice shared the contents of a letter from Mr. Noble to Commissioner Fengler from June 23, 2004. This letter stated that the property owner had obtained a structural certification report attesting to the structural integrity of the structure and recommending some design modifications to further reinforce the basement wall and slab. The letter said that based on this report, the Stop Work Order was lifted on June 14, 2004. The letter states that DCRA is “closely monitoring the progress of the work and weekly inspections are scheduled.” Prior to closing the walls, the owners have been instructed to call DCRA for inspections of framing, electrical, plumbing, and HVAC.

Residents at the meeting said that they had not observed any further progress since the Stop Work Order was lifted. They said that although bricks had been delivered in early July, the framing has not been enclosed. Since then there have been additional safety concerns from protruding nails, falling debris from the unprotected framing, and crime/loitering on the property. According to residents, Mr. Noble has not returned phone calls. The residents asked that the ANC make further inquiries to ensure that DCRA is monitoring the safety of the structure and moving it toward completion.

· The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC send a letter to DCRA, the Mayor, and Councilmember Ambrose requesting that the DC government take action to prompt the owner to complete construction of a safe and stable building or to demolish the structure.
House of Ruth: Fence and Painting

The committee heard an update from Resident Member Drew Ronneberg on the progress on plans for fence replacement and repainting of the Old Madison School Building, which is currently occupied by the House of Ruth as an Emergency Shelter. 

As recorded in Commissioner Fengler’s notes from a July 27, 2004 meeting sponsored by Neil Albert, the Deputy Mayor for Children, Youth, Families and Elders, OPM agreed to initiate a maintenance plan that would include replacing the illegally installed chain-link fence, adding landscaping and repainting the building. In an email from Kit Read of OPM from August 16, 2004, OPM offered two options for repainting windows and trim, but not repainting the entire building. The reaction of several of the immediate neighbors was not favorable. Mr. Ronneberg recommended that the ANC send a letter to OPM asking that they proceed with the fence replacement and wait until sufficient funds can be located to repaint the entire building.

· The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC send a letter to OPM asking that they remove and replace the chain link fence now and locate funds to repaint the entire building. 

Next ED&Z Committee Meeting:
Tuesday, September 28, 2004

7-9 PM

900 G Street, NE

Community Room of the Capitol Hill Towers

