REPORT OF THE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE
OF ANC 6A
June 28, 2005

Present: Commissioners Marc Borbely, Gladys Mack, Cody Rice; Resident Members Virginia Gaddis, Vanessa Ruffin-Colbert, and Craig Ward.

Commissioner Rice chaired the meeting. A quorum was not reached.
Community Comments

Virginia Gaddis observed that it appears that traffic is being diverted to 11th St NE based on the amount of traffic she sees.

Commissioner Borbely announced an effort in SMD 6A06 to identify and report abandoned and vacant properties.

Anwar Saleem asked if the ANC could do anything about businesses installing new rolldown security gates that are completely closed (i.e., forming a metal wall when they come down). The H Street NE Zoning Overlay will require a certain amount of transparency in security gates, but many new gates are going up now.

ZC 04-33: Inclusionary Zoning/Affordable Housing
The committee discussed an Office of Planning (OP) report on a petition by the Campaign for Mandatory Inclusionary Zoning (CMIZ) to the Zoning Commission. A short description of the petition and OP response is available at http://dcoz.dc.gov/services/zoning/schedule/info/PHN04-33_07-25-05.pdf. The full OP report is available at http://www.planning.dc.gov/planning/cwp/view,a,1278,q,569005,planningnav,|32339|.asp
The CMIZ petition would require new housing projects with 10 or more units to set aside a certain percentage of units at prices affordable to households within a certain income range in return for a density bonus allowing more height and/or more lot coverage. This requirement would apply in mapped Inclusionary Zoning Overlay areas where the Comprehensive Plan supports increased density, particularly areas that have been targeted for increased development and are transit-accessible. In ANC 6A, these areas are primarily north of F Street NE in the western half of the ANC and between Benning Road and East Capitol Street NE in the eastern half of the ANC. See map at 
http://www.planning.dc.gov/planning/frames.asp?doc=/planning/lib/planning/developmentreview/zc_cases/scochran/04-33_part4.pdf
The committee discussed the rationale for limiting the requirement only to certain mapped areas. One committee member asked why the requirement should be limited, noting that it would not have applied to MedLINK or the PEPCO development. Another committee member noted that the areas seemed to track with areas that had relatively more land that was open and could be developed. The rationale in the OP report is that these are areas that the Comprehensive Plan says can support more density and are transit-accessible.
There was discussion of the potential effect of the density bonus on neighborhood character because buildings may be taller or cover more of their lot than surrounding buildings. It was also noted that the bonus density could create incentives for lot assembly and demolition of existing buildings, especially in areas without historic preservation protection. There was discussion of the potential trade-offs between new buildings “fitting in” to their neighborhood and the need for affordable housing that might only be possible with bigger buildings. The density bonus would allow bigger buildings as a matter of right, and it might surprise some residents that they would have no opportunity for input on the scale of the building receiving the density bonus. Even with existing zoning, many new buildings are at least a story taller than surrounding structures. 
Informal Recommendation (no quorum):  That the ANC send a letter to the Zoning Commission supporting the CMIZ proposal for mandatory inclusionary zoning to encourage affordable housing wherever possible in the city, recommending a review mechanism for ANCs, and asking that emphasis be given to retaining existing buildings that contribute to neighborhood character.
H Street Clean & Safe
The committee and community members walked along H Street NE between 7th and 14th Streets to observe conditions affecting cleanliness and safety along the corridor. 
The following conditions were observed:
· Litter tends to be more of a problem on the 700 and 800 blocks than further east. This may be due to the heavy pedestrian traffic near the bus stops. Many of the trash cans near the bus stops were completely full, and some had bagged trash suggesting illegal dumping.

· There are numerous vacant properties and empty lots on the corridor. Trash tends to pile up on or near these properties. There are no occupants to clean from storefront to curb as required by ordinance. At least one of the vacant buildings was covered in posters.
· Most of the stores were closed by 8:30 pm, and many have rolldown security gates. The street did not feel very inviting in those areas with no commercial activity. The lighting and activity near open businesses provided a marked contrast.
· Trash accumulates under the metal tree grates.

· Many of the rolldown security gates are spray-painted with graffiti, which may not be visible during the day.

· The grassy triangle near the intersection of 14th and Florida Ave NE had a number of empty single beer bottles discarded on the ground.

There has been some discussion among H Street Main Street (HSMS), the Atlas Performing Arts Center, Joe Englert, the H Street Playhouse, and a few other businesses about pooling funds to pay for litter collection, at least in the Art & Entertainment area. They would contract with Ready to Work, the organization that currently staffs the clean and safe programs for the Capitol Hill BID and Downtown/Golden Triangle. They hope to have this in place by the first week of July. ANC 6A may be asked for financial participation through the Community Outreach Committee.
Informal Recommendations (no quorum):  A couple of ideas were discussed, but no vote was taken during the walk: 1) That the ANC ask DPW to increase the frequency with which the trash cans near the 8th & H St NE bus stops are emptied; 2) That the ANC provide a letter of support to HSMS encouraging business owners to participate in collective efforts to keep H Street clean and safe.
Next Scheduled ED&Z Committee Meeting:

Tuesday, August 30, 2005
7-9 PM

900 G Street, NE

Community Room of the Capitol Hill Towers
