REPORT OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

March 16, 2005 at Sherwood Recreation Center

Meeting Attendees:

Commissioners: Mary Beatty and Gladys Mack

Resident Members: Raphael Marshall, Chair; Michael Seneco, Elsie Taylor, and Mark Laisch

Guests: Officer D. Adams and Clifton Humphries

Raphael Marshall opened the meeting at 7:09 pm and asked everyone to introduce himself or herself. 

Officer D. Adams, First District, Metropolitan Police Department:
Officer Adams explained that he works in PSA 102.  He will attend each meeting of the Committee and try to address questions from the community and bring issues back to his supervisors that need further attention.  Commissioner Beatty asked what explains the increase in burglaries in PSA 103.  Officer Adams stated that he could not address specifics, but knew that 103 is spending more time on the issue and said Lieutenant Caldwell could explain how they are planning to reduce that particular crime.  Mr. Marshall stated that the Public Safety Committee works on behalf of the entire ANC6A, so it will be important to have PSA 103 representation at future meetings.  Officer Adams stated that he would let Captain Median know of the Committee’s desire to have a representative of PSA 103 at future meetings.

A resident raised a concern about the lack of responsiveness from a 311 call she had made to report a crime in progress.  Officer Adams stated that he hears a lot of confusion related to when to call 311 and when to dial 911.   He suggested 911 should always be dialed when a crime is in progress, not only when a situation is life threatening.

Mr. Seneco asked about possible new traffic patterns and parking rules related to baseball games being played at RFK stadium.  Officer Adams responded that Special Operations handles these bigger issues and is in the process of developing a plan, which may include temporary parking passes for guests visiting residents in areas up to Lincoln Park.

Another resident asked about the problem of individuals sleeping in the 1200 and 1300 blocks of H Street.  He is planning to open a business there, but is concerned that on many nights around 10:00 PM individuals start setting up their beds on the sidewalk.  Officer Adams said he would bring the issue up with the Business Beat Coordinator and ask them to look into the problem.

Mr. Clifton Humphries, Owner, The H Street Martini Lounge, 1236 H Street:

Mr. Humphries indicated that he plans to open a Martini lounge this June.  The projected occupancy of his lounge will be 65-80 persons.  He will have live jazz, salsa, karaoke and a dance floor on the second floor.  His target audience is ages 30 and over and he plans on the lounge being a very relaxing environment for his customers.  He described some of his menu items, but stated that for the first six months of operation he will have food catered in to his establishment.  He has tentative operating hours that run from 12-2 on Mondays through Thursdays, 12-3 on Fridays and Saturdays, and 12-11 on Sundays.  

Mr. Humphries indicated that he is a long-time resident of the community, so he hopes his establishment will be a positive addition to the community.  He also is glad to work with the ABL committee on a voluntary agreement.  

Mr. Marshall asked about his plans for crowd control and security.  Mr. Humphries said he is looking at a working with one of two companies.  He plans to have security on the premises from 7 PM to close.  Mr. Humphries also offered that he has seen the damage done by drunk drivers, so he is considering transportation options for patrons not capable of driving safely.

Mr. Seneco asked whether similar establishments would operate on the same block.  Commissioner Beatty explained that Mr. Humphries’ establishment is located in an arts and entertainment zone, so businesses like his are encouraged in certain parts of the H Street overlay.  She indicated that additional applications for liquor licenses have been made for businesses in the 1200 block.

Mr. Laisch asked what other steps will be taken by Mr. Humphries to prevent patrons from becoming drunk and a possible safety threat.  Mr. Humphries responded that all of his bartenders will be licensed, so they will know whether or not to serve someone a drink and he also will make clear to his staff during training sessions his expectation related to responsible drinking.

Community Concerns:

Mr. Marshall asked if anyone else had issues they wanted to have addressed.  One resident expressed her concern about the potential for problems associated with groups of youth congregating in the parks in the 1000 and 1100 blocks of Maryland Avenue and planning automobile thefts.  Mr. Marshall suggested that she call the police if she senses there may be trouble.  Officer Adams said he would make a note of the issue.  He believes a key to preventing problems is to break this pattern of congregation and he will bring the issue back to his office and see if officers can clear the parks before there is trouble.

Discussion of Committee Goals:

Mr. Marshall circulated a draft of a purpose statement and strategic goals for the Committee.  He said he developed this draft in response to a request from Commissioner Fengler.  He then asked the community for some input on goals or other issues.  One resident suggested child safety and another mentioned bicycle safety.  Mr. Seneco asked Mr. Humphries whether the fire department had brochures and other publications related to fire safety, which could be posted on the ANC website.  Mr. Humphries was not certain, but stated that if someone could scan information he could make publications available.  Mr. Seneco said he could scan documents.

Commissioner Beatty suggested that the Committee should focus on crime prevention and public safety awareness activities, as well as actively solving public safety problems in the community.  Officer Adams suggested the Committee request crime numbers before each meeting and look at establishing benchmarks and reduction goals over time.

The Committee agreed that they would consider the suggestions and develop a purpose statement and goals for consideration at the next meeting, which is scheduled for Wednesday, April 20. The meeting adjourned at 8:28 pm.  

Respectfully submitted by Mark Laisch.

