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ANC 6A Schools Committee Report

September 28, 2005

Miner Elementary School, 601 15th St. NE

Present

Committee Members: Marc Borbely (6A06), co-chair; and André Taylor (6A03).

Guests (representing the SEED Foundation and SEED Public Charter School): 


Rajiv Vinnakota; Rebecca Gifford; and Lesley Poole

Presentation by SEED Foundation / SEED Public Charter School

Mr. Vinnakota, Ms. Poole and Ms. Gifford presented initial plans by the SEED Foundation to build a second campus of the SEED Public Charter School near RFK Stadium. The project would be contingent on a federal transfer of land to the District. Legislation is moving through Congress that would require the land to be used by a public boarding school. The campus would open in 2008, serving 600 students, either in grades 6 to 12, or in grades 7 to 12.

The campus would occupy 15 acres of the northwest part of the parking lot at RFK. This would leave enough space for parking for the Nationals, according to Mr. Vinnakota. The plans call for about six or seven buildings, none higher than four stories. SEED is exploring the possibility of including community amenities. The SEED Foundation will be paying $60 million to $80 million for the land.

The representatives discussed issues of cost and equity. Mr. Borbely asked whether it was good policy for the District to be paying for a public boarding school that costs the District twice as much as a regular day school, when the regular schools are so strapped for funds. He shared figures provided by Nancy Huvendick, DC Director of the 21st Century School Fund, showing that per-student costs for SEED -- $26,240 for every 9th to 12th grader -- are much higher than per-student costs at non-residential charter schools or traditional public schools. The SEED representatives said the figures were slightly off, but more or less correct. Mr. Vinnakota said city representatives have promised that the city has enough money to support an expansion by SEED. He said DCPS could start a public boarding school anytime, and would receive the same extra funding from the city that SEED gets. He said SEED receives funding based on a formula: essentially a multiple of what traditional public school day programs receive, and so an increase in funding for SEED doesn't reduce funding for other schools. SEED representatives pointed to their program's tremendous benefits to students. 

In response to a question, the representatives said they were very interested in working to help Eastern Senior High School, located just a few blocks from RFK on 17th and East Capitol St. NE. They said they would be thinking about ways they could help Eastern. SEED students will also be involved in tutoring younger children at other public schools, including at traditional public schools. Ms. Poole has been speaking with Angela Tilghman, principal of Miner Elementary School, about having SEED students tutoring Miner students either on weekday evenings or on weekends.

Respectfully submitted by Marc Borbely.
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