ANC 6A Transportation Committee March 2, 2006 Meeting Report

Committee Attendees: Dea Varsovczky, Diana Hoover. Omar Mahmud, Aryeh Fishman and Warner Sterling

The committee first held introductions of the members, guest speakers Ms. Karina Ricks and Mr. Chris Delphs, and community members present.

Capitol Hill Transportation Study

Mr. Chris Delphs, Ward 6 Transportation Planner gave some background on the Capitol Hill Transportation Study and mentioned that they had over 70 people visit the open house in January and provide tremendous amount of feedback.

The existing conditions report is completed and it should be available on the study’s website soon. Based on this report, DDOT will present their initial recommendations at the next public meeting, which will be held in May (no final date yet).  He anticipates the study should conclude sometime around September, but that timeline is not firm.

Starbust Plaza and H Street

Ms. Karina Ricks reported that the Starburst Plaza design is 100% complete. The actual construction will be coordinated with Pepco, who are also planning to do major work in the area.

65% engineering plan for the H Street corridor is submitted Friday, 2/2/06. The draft construction drawings are presented at an open house on March 7.

In late May, the 90% submission will be up for review, at which point only major problems will be addressed for revision.

Construction work along H Street, as with the Starburst Plaza, will be coordinated with service providers (Pepco, WASA, Verizon) who are also planning major work for the corridor. Ms. Ricks is working with H Street Main Street to coordinate with businesses on H Street. They would like to “get a picture of the corridor” to include in the bid process to get an idea of when it would be a terrible or a better time to do work on that particular section of the street.

The majority of attendees were very interested in discussing details of the streetcar project such as the type of car that might run, who will operate the service (not yet determined), how it will connect to Union Station (it will connect to the back of Union Station, not the front).  However, the tracks being laid during the streetscape improvements this Fall will end at 3rd St. since that’s where the streetscape project is ending.  Although it is still unclear how the streetcar will “connect” with Union Station, Ms. Ricks discussed the possibility of taking the streetcar tracks underneath the Union Station train tracks via the old H St. tunnel (this was in use before the hopscotch bridge was built).  According to Ms. Ricks, the hopscotch bridge is not suited to support all the weight of a streetcar line over it.

Ms. Ricks reported that the steel has already been purchased for the tracks, but that there is a two year lead time required for purchase of the Skoda streetcars DDOT plans to put into use and the order has not yet been placed.  In addition, a location must be identified for maintenance and storage somewhere on the line (no land has been acquired for this purpose yet).

Ms. Ricks also talked a little about the unique materials that will be used in construction on H Street. For example, the sidewalks will be of a material that will allow messages, perhaps quotes, to be etched into them.

There are no major milestones for any relevant project in the next two months outside of the ones mentioned above. The meeting concluded with the agreement that the committee would meet again in two months with the date to be determined.

