ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting Minutes
Capitol Hill Towers (900 G Street NE)

March 16, 2009
I. Call meeting to order at 7:08 pm
II. Introductions
A. Present: Shane Artim, Lance Brown, DeLania Hardy, Diane Hoover, Marlon Smoker and Omar Mahmud, Chair.  Also in attendance were several residents; ANC 6A Commissioners Nick Alberti, David Holmes and Bill Schultheiss; Drew Ronneberg, Chair of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee; and Rebecca Sibilia, Chair of the Public Safety Committee.
B. Absent: Sean Lovitt

III. Community Comment
A. None

IV. Announcements

A. DDOT “Potholepalooza” Announced on March 11

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee that the Mayor’s has office announced a DDOT program to report potholes for service during stepped up efforts to make repairs lasting until April 11.

1. DDOT will make repairs during this time within 48 hours.

2. To report a pothole repair, call 311, use the online service request center, send a text message or twitter to twitter.com/DDOTDC or email potholepalooza@dc.gov with the exact location in as much detail as possible.

ii. DDOT is also posting statistics on repaired potholes at ddot.dc.gov/potholes.

B. DDOT Release Regarding Prohibition of Sidewalk Signs

i. Mr. Mahmud reported that DDOT will implement a program to enhance efforts to cite those placing signs on public space without a permit.

1. DDOT has announced the new program is in response to numerous recent complaints.

2. The goal stated by new DDOT director Gabe Klein is to ensure safe pedestrian walkways and compliance.  Mr. Mahmud indicated this is a good sign that the new director is thinking along these lines.
C. District Parking Meter Rate Increase

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee that $1 hourly parking rates will increase to $2.  All other hourly rates will increase by $.25.
ii. All meters expected to be updated by April 30, 2009.

D. National Marathon is next Saturday, March 21.

i. Mr. Mahmud reminded the committee about the marathon next weekend.

1. A map and list of street closures are on the website so plan accordingly.  Anyone in attendance not having internet access was encouraged to see Mr. Mahmud after the meeting for a complete list of street closures.
V. New Business

A. Q&A Session with Derrick Perry, Ward 6 Public Space Enforcement Officer
i. Mr. Perry was not yet in attendance.  Mr. Mahmud made a motion to move this agenda item to the end of the meeting.  Ms. Hardy seconded the motion, which passed without objection.
1. Mr. Mahmud apologized for Mr. Perry not being in attendance at this time.  Mr. Perry informed Mr. Mahmud he would attend the meeting.
2. Commissioner Schultheiss suggested our ANC start pressing DDOT on illegal and unnecessary curb cuts.  

3. Mr. Mahmud suggested our ANC compile a set of concerns, including the curb cut issue, for consideration by new DDOT director, Gabe Klein.
4. Ms. Hoover asked that the ANC also ask for follow up regarding illegal parking on public space in front of Horace & Dickey’s.  Commissioner Schultheiss suggested sidewalk bollards may be necessary to prevent cars from entering the sidewalk.
5. Mr. Ronneberg suggested the committee write an email to Mr. Perry’s boss informing him/her of our wish to meet regarding enforcement issues.  MPD could be invited as well.
ii. Ms. Hardy agreed to investigate which District agencies are responsible for enforcement during different times of the day.  Apparently, responsibility shifts between DPW, MPD and DDOT.  Ms. Hardy will report back to the committee with her findings so the correct agencies can be included in community discussions aimed at formulating effective enforcement strategies.
1. According to Mr. Ronneberg, Christopher Delfs informed him DDOT is “compelled” to give curb cut access to properties without alley or other access.  Mr. Ronneberg agreed to follow up with Mr. Delfs to find out where this precedent comes from.

iii. Ms. Sibilia suggested improved results can be realized through privatizing enforcement.  

iv. Ms. Hardy has received questions regarding brick pavement operations and who is responsible for replacing brick following sidewalk work.  Commissioner Holmes indicated he had success submitting a complaint with the city after a contractor performed work on the sidewalk near his house.  The city repaired the sidewalk soon thereafter.
v. The committee discussed sending a letter to new DDOT director, Gabe Klein, about outstanding public space enforcement issues.

1. Commissioner Schultheiss made a motion to recommend the ANC send a letter to Director Klein regarding the removal of curb cuts at 1414 Maryland Ave. NE citing vacant property at this location, illegal use of the curb cut by neighbors, a prior letter sent to DDOT regarding this property and our ANC’s previously-submitted comments on curb cut regulations.  Mr. Brown suggested the introduction paragraph should indicate the specific example of this property is indicative of a much larger problem in our ANC.  Ms. Hardy seconded the motion, which passed without objection.  Commissioner Schultheiss volunteered to draft the letter.
vi. Mr. Mahmud made a motion that the ANC send a letter to DDOT asking for an update on public space enforcement at1125 G Street NE.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion, which passed without objection.  Mr. Ronneberg volunteered to draft the letter.
B. Consideration of Support for Capitol Hill Classic Race
i. Joshua Raymond, one of the race organizers, was in attendance to present a summary of race planning for the committee and to answer questions.

1. Mr. Raymond passed out a course map with street closure times for the committee’s review (attached).
a. The only street to be fully closed is C Street NE at Stanton Park.

2. Mr. Raymond is requesting the ANC’s support for the race which is on May 17, 2009, starting at 8:30 am.  In a month, he must go before the Mayor’s task force and indicate which local groups support the race.
3. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee he and Commissioner Holmes had a telephone conversation with Mr. Raymond over the weekend to ensure Mr. Raymond would be prepared to address the committee’s concerns.  

a. Mr. Raymond indicated he understands he’s coming to the committee on the heels of The National Marathon.  This race is distinguished from the National Marathon:

i. Race is a 10k

ii. Race is in its 30th year.

iii. Race benefits local cluster schools.

b. About 3,000 runners.  80-90 percent local business sponsorship.  Community event.
4. Commissioner Holmes asked about street closure at E. Capitol Street.  Mr. Raymond indicated the street was open by 10 am last year so he expects the same this year.  All streets should be open by 10:30.

ii. Commissioner Holmes also raised a concern about cross streets being closed off when officers are asked to allow traffic through.  Mr. Raymond indicated he is committed to doing all he can to get police to comply with street crossing requests. Mr. Raymond informed the committee this is the first he had heard of this problem.
iii. Peabody school is the staging area.  C between 4th and 6th near Stanton Park will close earlier at 6:30 am.
iv. Mr. Mahmud asked about race organizers’ effort to notify residents about road closures and disruptions to public transit, if any.
1. Mr. Raymond informed the committee he is reaching out to ANCs, putting up posters to advertise the event to those inside and outside of the Capitol Hill community.  Organizers are attempting to increase their poster distribution effort this year.
2. Mr. Raymond indicated he is utilizing listservs to get the word out.  He’s looking for listserv suggestions.  Commissioner Alberti offered to provide assistance getting the word out.  Mr. Raymond offered to send Mr. Mahmud his summary email for the listservs, which Mr. Mahmud agreed to pass on to ANC commissioners for distribution to listservs and residents in their SMDs.
3. Mr. Mahmud also asked about door hangers for neighbors along the parade route, but Mr. Raymond indicated this is cost prohibitive.

4. Mr. Mahmud again sought information about bus service disruption and what race organizers are doing to notify residents about such disruptions.  Mr. Raymond promised to get back to Mr. Mahmud with an answer.

v. Mr. Raymond is also asking DDOT to help with marking off the race route, but last year DDOT didn’t show, which forced race organizers to do the work themselves.  Race organizers again plan to put up cones marking the race route this year if DDOT does not show.
vi. Ms. Hoover made a motion to recommend the ANC send a letter of support for the race.  Ms. Hardy seconded the motion, which passed without objection.  Mr. Holmes also pointed out that this race differs with the National Marathon in that it ends earlier, runs on only half of E. Capitol Street and is, therefore, less disruptive to the community.  Mr. Mahmud offered to draft the letter of support.
C. Report on Streetcar Alliance Meeting with Councilmember Tommy Wells
i. Messrs. Mahmud and Brown informed the committee they attended a meeting of the Streetcar Alliance.  Councilmember Wells was in attendance at the streetcar alliance meeting to provide information on the status of streetcar development and to provide advice to the community on how it can be helpful in moving the process along.

ii. Councilmember Wells advised residents to push for DDOT to recommend its “alternative transportation plan” which includes plans for streetcar routes across the city, including along H Street and Benning Road.  A draft of this plan has been created, but not finalized and sent to the City Council.  The plan has only been an internal DDOT document to date.  According to Councilmember Wells, the council will not commit funds for this plan until it is first finalized by DDOT.
iii. The committee agreed to research this issue, including how the new city budget for 2010 and the stimulus package will allocate funds for transportation initiatives like the streetcar.

VI. Old Business

A. New Recommendation Regarding Gas Meters and Utility Boxes

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee this matter was addressed by the ANC at the March Commission meeting.  The Commission decided to send a recommendation that all meters be installed inside a building or directly on the side of the outside of a building.

B. H Street Reconstruction Update – Mahmud (5 minutes) – x
i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee that he and Commissioner Joe Fengler recently attended a community meeting hosted by MACTEC, the H Street streetscape construction project managers, regarding progress on the project.

ii. Margaret Gentry, the firm’s public relations manager, was in attendance to provide the committee with handouts and other information about the construction project.
1. Discussed creation of block captains which could receive complaints from residents about construction issues at each block along the corridor, but Commissioner Fengler expressed opposition to this idea since he didn’t think it was necessary.  Mr. Mahmud added that he and Commissioner Fengler felt block captains would add another level of unnecessary bureaucracy.
2. Ms. Gentry is sending out weekly highlights to community leaders summarizing the project’s progress.  Anyone that wants to be added to her email distribution can be added.  Attendees were told to give Ms. Gentry their email addresses if they want to receive updates via email.  The information will also be posted to the neighborhood listservs like “ANC 6A.”
3. Every Friday a construction manager’s report is created.  Ms. Gentry sends this report to DDOT, but Commissioner Fengler recommended it also be added to the ANC 6A website.  Ms. Gentry agreed to provide the report for posting to the website.
4. Complaints about street plates can be directed to the actual construction team.  Contact information for each construction team is posted at every block.
iii. Mr. Brown asked a question about whether the project Ms. Gentry is managing also covers the Benning Road portion.  Ms. Gentry told him MACTEC is manager for both the H Street and Benning Road portions of the streetscape project.
iv. Resident Steve McCollum asked Ms. Gentry how many more times portions of the street will be dug up then repaved prior to streetscape work beginning.  Mr. Mahmud indicated it is his understanding this work relates to utility upgrades that must be performed before the project can move forward.  Ms. Gentry also pointed out the update sheets she provided show what utility work is currently ongoing and expected end dates.  Ms. Gentry also went over the construction schedule with the committee.
v. Mr. Ronneberg asked about instillation of a mid-block crosswalk on the 600 block.  Ms. Gentry did not know, but promised to get back to the committee with an answer.
vi. Commissioner Schultheiss asked about creating a curb line that will conform to future development projects along H Street (e.g. 600 block, H Street Connection site).  Ms. Gentry indicated this instruction is not currently in the work order.  Mr. Schultheiss conceded it will probably be a long shot to get this done considering future development plans have not been finalized.
vii. Commissioner Schultheiss recommended utility work also include fios infrastructure installation since fios is being installed in the District now.  Commissioner Schultheiss believes fios will be installed in our ANC in about six years so he’s concerned about any street work being done at that time which will damage already completed streetscape work.  Ms. Gentry agreed to check on this and get back to the committee.
VII. Additional Community Comment
A. None

VIII. Adjourn meeting at 8:25 pm
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