ANC 6A Transportation and Public Space Committee Meeting Minutes

Capitol Hill Towers (900 G St NE)

November 26, 2007

I. Chairman Mahmud called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.

a. Committee members present: Lance Brown, DeLania Hardy, Diane Hoover, Marlon Smoker and Omar Mahmud (Chair)

b. Committee members absent: Sean Lovitt and Warner Sterling

c. Also in attendance were ANC 6A Commissioners David Holmes, Nick Alberti and Bill Schultheiss; Michael Hermann and Chris Herman, community members; Christopher Brown, Keith Dowling and Diane Thomas of the Greater Washington Sports Alliance; and Bart Clark and Jeff Seltzer of DDoT. 
II. Community Comment

a. Mr. Herman thanked the committee for helping with his effort to get parking enforcement signs replaced on his street.

III. Announcements
a. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee that DDoT is close to announcing a start date for the Starburst reconstruction project  According to DDoT, streetscape construction will then move east down Benning Road, with H street construction to begin at the intersection of 3rd Street NE in the Spring.
b. Mr. Mahmud reminded the committee that the December meeting has been cancelled.

IV. Updates
a. Consideration of Coalition of Concerned Citizens of Eastern Washington Letter Requesting Mobility Study – Mahmud
i. Commissioner Holmes presented an eight item motion for the committee to consider in the alternative (attached).
ii. Representatives of the Committee, DDOT and the Concerned Citizens engaged in a discussion regarding the merits of requesting a comprehensive mobility study for the Capitol Hill area.

1. Action: Commissioner Holmes moved that the committee recommend the ANC send a letter to DDOT and city counsel outlining the points in his eight item motion.  Lance Brown seconded the motion.
a. During discussion on the motion, Commissioner Holmes offered to amend Section 4 so that “MWCoG model” is changed to “MWCoG & CORSIM models.” Commissioner Schultheiss objected and discussion followed.  Commissioner Holmes subsequently withdrew the amendment.
b. Lance Brown offered an amendment to Section 6 that would replace “other bridges” with “all Anacostia bridges.”  Discussion ensued and the amendment was accepted.

c. Mr. Brown and Ms. Hoover, and Commissioner Holmes voted for the motion, no votes were cast in opposition; Ms. Hardy and Mr. Smoker recused themselves; and Mr. Mahmud abstained.
d. The committee and commissioners in attendance were unsure of whether this vote passed the motion.  Mr. Mahmud offered to follow up with other ANC commissioners to find the answer.

V. New Business

a. Meet with National Marathon Race Organizers to Begin 2008 Race Planning Discussions – Mahmud
i. Members of the marathon committee provided those in attendance with large color maps of the race course and discussed some logistical planning matters for the 2008 race, including the impact the race will have on our ANC.  Some key points:

1. The race is scheduled for March 29, 2008.

2. H Street will be cleared earlier than last year due to the new course currently planned by race organizers.  The new course configuration routes the race through H Street at the beginning of the race as opposed to the end like last year.
3. The race will impact E. Capitol Street for approximately 5 hours, from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm due to the “double loop” configuration the race takes along this stretch of the course.
4. A Saturday race date was chosen so as not to interfere with Sunday worship services.

5. The race field will be even more limited this year to make the race more manageable and less of a burden on effected communities (currently capped at 8,000 participants).
6. Race organizers have encouraged MPD district commanders to meet with officers well ahead of the race date to effectively communicate rules regarding traffic flow management and safety.

ii. Commissioner Alberti and others in attendance expressed sincere concern over the possible closure of E. Capitol Street for such a long period of time and offered alternative suggestions, including elimination of the “double loop” through E. Capitol Street.  Race organizers informed the committee they are open to alternative suggestions to eliminate this problem and would otherwise try their best to address this concern.
iii. Mr. Mahmud informed race organizers about some of the problems experienced by residents last year including, lack of notice regarding street closures and bus service disruption, inconsistent traffic regulation instructions, and lack of access to medical care facilities.  He also pointed out that residents in Adams Morgan received flyers notifying them of race-related disruptions and asked if the same would be possible for ANC 6A residents.

1. Discussion ensued regarding different ways of notifying residents of race-related disruptions.  Some ideas included canvassing the neighborhood using volunteers, passing out flyers, advertisements in local publications, posting of notices at bus stops and on buses, and posting “campaign style” posters throughout the area.

2. Race organizers offered to implement some of these ideas and made it clear they would do all they can to address the committee’s concerns.
iv. Race organizers agreed to take all committee recommendations under consideration and report back at a future committee meeting.

b. Request for Alley Cleaning at 1200 Block of Wylie Street NE - alley between H Street and Wylie Street – Mahmud
i. There was a request by residents that the committee send correspondence to DC government officials to take a closer look at the alley between 12th St NE and 13th St NE between H St and Wylie Streets NE. The residents stated they have complained for years that Horace & Dickies and Popeyes do not dispose of grease and trash properly.  That these two businesses do not have their trash dumpsters secured, and that homeless discard food items retrieved from the dumpsters onto the alleys causing a rodent problem.
ii. Action: Chairman Mahmud moved that DC Department of Health and DC Department of Public Works be requested to clean this alley, then have it placed on a regular cleaning and maintenance schedule.

iii. Discussion ensued during which time it was suggested all alleys in the “entertainment zone” be included in such a request.
iv. Action: Mr. Mahmud withdrew his motion.
v. Action:  Commissioner Schultheiss moved that DPW, the Department of Health and other appropriate city officials be contacted to request alley cleaning for all alleys between the 1200 and 1500 blocks of H Street NE, bounded on the south by G Street and on the north by I Street, then have these alleys placed on a regular cleaning and maintenance schedule.  DeLania Hardy seconded the motion and recommended that DC government officials regularly inspect the businesses adjacent to the aforementioned alleys to ensure they are in compliance with regulations concerning commercial dumpsters. The motion was unanimously passed.
c. Consider Request for “Bulb-Out” Curbs at the Corner of 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NE – Commisioner Holmes
i. Commissioner Holmes offered to table this agenda item until the committee’s next meeting due to time constraints.
d. Consider Change of Monthly Committee Meeting Dates – Mahmud
i. Mr. Mahmud explained that it is often difficult to get the committee’s recommendations, draft letters and meeting minutes to the ANC secretary in time for the ANC’s monthly meeting agenda package because our committee meetings often occur only a short time before these items are due.
ii. Action: Chairman Mahmud moved that the meeting dates be moved from the 4th Monday of the month to the 3rd Monday. DeLania Hardy seconded the motion, and the motion was unanimously passed.

iii. Mr. Mahmud also asked committee members if they would be interested in changing the meeting venue to Sherwood Recreation Center.
1. Some members expressed safety concerns with the Sherwood location and asked that committee meetings continue to be held at Capitol Hill Towers.
VI. Meeting adjourned at 9:10pm
