Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
PO Box 75115
Washington, DC 20015

Minutes

March 11, 2004
The meeting was convened at 7:00 p.m. at Miner Elementary School.

Present: Commissioners A;berti. Fengler, Mack, Musasnte, Rice, Ward
1. Agenda

Six items were added to new business: traffic light at 10th and Constitution; approval of allocation for transcription services for remainder of year; PO Box renewal; letter of support for Capitol Hill Classic street closings; letter of support for stop sign at 11th and I; Class A and Class B extended hours. The agemda was adopted without objection.
2. Minutes

Mr. Alberti noted that on page 5 of the minutes, $600 was approved for copying for meeting, but $50 for committee meetings should have been added. Ms. Ward, on page 3, Linden Place should be Linden Court.   Minutes were amended and approved without objection.
3. Community Comments
Deborah Gist announced that the Citizens.Corps  is training voluntaeer \s for its programs.

Bryan Lynch announced that in PSA 512 Sonya Bowen had announced that Rosedale, from 15th to 18th Streets, from  Benning Road to Kaeramer Street was being named a “hot spot, ”  where combined city resources—Department of Housing,m DHS, Youth Services, etc.  would be coordinated as an anti-crime initiative.  MPD, which has oversight, is reporting directly to Robert Bobb.  Ms Artis requested that the ANC be included as a coordinating body.

Richard Layman reported he had left flyers on the H Street Main Street monthly clean-up.  He also reported on  the Small Business initiative to encourage development and growth of small business on H Street.  He also reported that the H 
Street transportation plan woud be discussed at a meeting on March 31 at the Children’s Museum

4. Discussion: Stanley Jackson, Director, Dept. of Housing and Community Development
a. 525 9th Street NE and MaryLAND Avenue Fire Station
Mr. Jackson stated that his goal is to work with the Office of Planning to put out an RFP for the development of both sites this year. In response to a question from Commissioner Fengler, Mr. Jackson said that it would be put out for private development, to add the properties to the city’s tax base, and could specify what the project could be used for, with senior housing being a priority There will opportunity for the ANC and the community to have input into the plan.
Scott Whipple asked about the timetable for the plan—whether ity would be the RFP or the transfer that would be done by the end of the year?  Mr. Jackson responded that he is hopeful of transferring the property by the end of the year.  Mark Berman asked whether there were plans for a community meeting, and was told that one would take place this Spring.  Richard Layman suggested that the ANC pass a resolution urging community partiipatio in the process because of the disparate agencies inolved.  Mr. Jackson assured him that there would be a community meeting.  

Commissioner Ward inquired about the fire house which is in her SMD, and said she would organize a community meeting if she is contacted.  Commissioner Fengler said that the Economic Development Committee should be involved in these buildings, as well as 525 9th Street, and he received a commitment from Mr. Jackson that\ here will be something done within the next 30-40 days, and that the disposition of the two properties woulld be resolved before the end of the calendar year.

b. Five Year Plan

Mr. Jackson reported that this is the fourth year of the five-year plan, and they are in the process of developing a new plan 2006.   It supports the preservation of affordable housing; has a goal of spending $18 million for the expansion of special needs and senior housing; the expansion of home ownership opportunities.  It also provides for 53 new homeowners in Ward 6; and includes technical assistance for small business.  It calls for close t o $10 million has been invested in Ward 6, providing a tremendous opportunity for growth.. 
There is not yet new five year plan, but they will look at the changes that have occurred, e.g. the median income has risen $18,000 in the last 10 years; the population is aging; participation in the new hot spot program; changes in lead pipes—all have to be taken into consideration.  They will be working on it during the next months, to be ready for the next fiscal year so that it can be submitted to HUD.  They are working with core teams to finalize it.

Richard Layman asked about Section 108 loans, and suggested that a broad Section 108 strategy had to be developed. Mr. Jackson said the challenge is to develop broad plan citywide for Section 108, but they don’t know how it will be funded because it’s dependent on income, and he has lost grant money every year.  He said that while he likes the concept, there is no known funding stream for it.

c. 1125 G Street NE

Mr. Jackson stated that the property is privately owned, and his office can’t influence the situation beyond urging that the property be kept up.  He said it was up to the community to pressure the owners to do something.  Commissioner Fengler asked about leaking gas and was told it was a problem for DCRA and PEPCO’s Ward 6 contact person, as well as the Mayor’s Ward 6 Neighborhood Services representative.
Sharon Cochran asked Mr. Jackson about a homestead program hous on Emerald Street NE that was sold for $250, and is still boarded up and filled with trash.  Mr. Jackson stated that his department is looking at all the buildings, and a number of people were having trouble with finances to improve the property, and he has “recaptured” about six properties, and is pursuing more.  He recommended working with Carlin Fuller in his office to check on the status of the house.  
5. Single Member District Reports
Commissioner Ward reported that Fhish Tea Restaurant, a new sit-down restaurant was opening on March 12.  She also reported that the developers of the Atlas Theatre are finishing their permit process, and will have some activity in the theatre by November.  

Commissioner Musante attended a hearing on the renewal of the Excello liquor license, and described it as an “Alice in Wonderland” hearing because of the confusion.  ABRA has requested copies of the all the paper that has gone back and forth.  The next hearing is March 24 at 9:30 am on the renewal of Excello’s license, and will probably also deal with the transfer of the license.  He also reported  that he had a meeting at the PEPCO substation at 13th and D Streets, to address the issues of the graffiti and painting the fende to match that at Kingman Park.  It should be done within 10 days.  The third item is the status of Lovejoy Park, which should be completed by 2005.  In the interim there are actions to be taken by the Friends of Lovejoy Park to prepare the site for the removal of asphalt.
Commissioner Fengler reported some success on the situation at Prospect-Goding, citing an article in the Washington Post.  He also mentioned that he is working with the US Attorney’s Office and the MPD on a house on 10th Street.  He is also working on the situation at the House of Ruth.  The neighbors are livid because they can’t get their houses appraised because of the trash.  He reported that the Mayor was in the community for his Ward 6 Summit.

Commissioner Rice reported that BZA overturned the Zoning Commission decision on parking at the Medlink facility, and reduced the number of parking spaces at the facility.

Conmissioner Alberti reported that the North Lincoln Park Neighborhood Association gave a Good Neighbor Award to Francine Edmonds who works for Peter Jones.  He also reported that the Mayor’s Office now has a Graffiti Initiative, which can be reached at 727-1000..  They will either send a person or a graffiti removal kit.
Commissioner Mack reported that DPW dumped a truckload of manure on private property on Kramer Street.  They did come to clean it up.  She also reported a shooting at Rosedale Rec Center.  She requested that the lights be left on in the park, She reported that no-one knows what the hot spot plan is for Rosedale.  Dorothy Gist reported that the Neighborhood Services Office is very involved.  Finally, she reported that she will hold an SMD meeting on March 23.
6. Officers’ Reports
Chairman Fengler learned at 6:30 pm he was informed that there is no room for the ANC to have office space at the Sherwood Recreation Center, for the ANC to use for six hours a week.  He said he will cease looking for space for this year, and is disappiointed that the ANC is not welcome at the Rec Center.  He said he will report on the disposition of the furniture at the April meeting.  He suggested that community members call Neil Albert.  Finally, he reported that Wanda Stevens-Harris called to say she is just out of the hospital and feeling under the weather.

Commissioner Alberti delivered the Treasurer’s report, beginning with the receipt of the Quarterly allotment of $5,458.98.  Motions:  Commissioner Alberti moved, individually, that checks for the following amounts be approved: $303.26 to Kinko’s; $115.14 to Roberta Weiner for minutes preparation; $25 to the ANC Security Fund; and $2,000 to START, Inc. for a previously approved grant.  The seconds for each were provided by Commissioner Musante, Fengler, and Rice, respectively, and they were each approved without objection.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Commissioner Rice and approved without objection.
Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $50 be approved for copying Committee materials.  It was seconded by Commissioner Rice.  It was approved without objection.
Commissioner Musante reported that he is receiving the District Register at home, since there is no office, 411 11th Street NE.  He also requested information on any illegal phones in the area in order to have them removed.  He is in negotiation with Denise Richter to remove the phone at Excello, illegal because of a voluntary agreement. If it’s illegal or a nuisance phone they will remove it, otherwise the next time the license comes up for renewal they will deal with it.

Commissioner Fengler raised the issue of renting a small storage space to centralize the ANC’s files because there is no office.  He mentioned that the DC Auditor is concerned that materials not be scattered in case of an audit.
7. Committee Reports
a. Economic Development
Commissioner Rice reported that the DC Council unanimously approved  the adoption of the H Street Strategic Development Plan as a Small Area Plan.  

As a result of Economic Development Commiytteee action, Commissioner Rice made the following motions:

Motion; Commissioner Rice moved that the ANC send a letter of support for a special exception for the construction of as two-story addition to the rear of a row house at 347 Tennessee Avenue NE.  It was seconded by Commissioner Fengler and approved without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that the Commission send a letter of support to the Historic Preservation Review Board for a concept application to demolish an existing building at 1333 Constitution Avenue NE (formerly Trant’s) and construct a new building with four two-bedroom condominiums., reflecting the specific concerns about bay design/materials and parking configuration, and the need for the HPO to work with the applicant to address these issues. It was seconded by Commissioner Alberti, and approved without objection.
Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that the ANC send a letter to the Historic Preservation Reiew Board adviding that progress should be made on the reconstruction of the existing building at 251 8th Street NE before approval is granted for a rear addition.  He reported that the developer has not attended any meetings or showed the Committee any plans. It was seconded by Commissioner Musante. It was approved without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that the Commissioner Rice moved that the Commission send a letter of support to the Office of Planning for plans to build 52 town houses and 200 apartments on the old Sear’s site, however noting concerns about the provision of affordable housing and proper design to maintain public safety in alleys and interior spaces. The site is located in ANC 5B’s area, but has a direct impact on H Street development. Gottlieb Simon suggested checking with ANC 5B which may have some concerns about the design. It was seconded by Commissioner Musante, and approved without objection.
Commissioner Rice presented the Committee’s goals, which were accepted without objection.  They are:

1. Provide a regular public forum for residents to obtain information and discuss land use issues that affect the ANC 6A area.
2. Review and report to the ANC on all significant activities by the Board of Zoning Adjustment, Zoning Commission, Historic Preservation Review Board, Office of Planning, District Department of Transportation, National Capital Planning Commission and other agencies that affect land use in the ANC 6A area.

3. Make informed recommendations to the ANC that permit timely participation in city decisions on zoning, historic preservation, economic development and other topics related to land use in the ANC 6A area.

4. For the Ho Street NE neighborhood commercial corridor, monitor and assess public and private development activities for consistency with the H Street Strategic Development Plan.

5. As needed, schedule speakers from city of federal agencies who can address the interests or concerns of resi8dents related to land use in the ANC  6A area.
6. As requested by Commissioners and/or residents, assist in gathering information and resolving concerns related specific properties (e.g., abating problems associated with vacant/abandoned/underutilized properties. 
Motion:  A motion was made to accept the Committee’s February report.  It was accepted without objection.
b. Community Outreach

Commissioner Musante made a motion to accept the Community Outreach committee’s reports from November, January and February (there was no meeting in December). It was seconded by Commissioner Rice, and passed without object.
Jose Rodriguez was nominated to be a member of the Community Outreach Committee.  The nomination was seconded by Commissioner Alverti, and accepted without objections.

Commissioner Musante announced that there are grant applications and money available for community grants.

c. Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing 

Committee chairman Michael Kuiken announced the March 16 meeting.

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved the acceptance of the Committee’s February report.  I*t was seconded by Commissioner Albert, and approved without objection.

Commissioner Fengler showed the ads that have been placed in local papers, and said that if people could not attend they can file testimony electronically or by mail.


c. Public Safety 
No materials were filed for the Public Safety Committee.  The next meeting will be on March 31st.

8. Unfinished Business
Drew Tallant proposed sending a letter to the DC Department of Transportation supporting streetscape improvements and the removal rush hour parking restrictions on H Street.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved the approval of the letter.   It was approved without objection.
Update on Prospect Goding School: Commissioner Fengler pointed out the article in the Washington Post that accurately pinpointed the problems at the school.  He announced that the core group working on the problems would be meeting on March 26, and all the key players will be brought together for a meeting.  It appears to be moving forward.

9. New Business
a. Traffic signal at   10th Street and Constitution Avenue NE                                                          
Commissioner Rice requested a letter to the Department of Transportation requestion a Signal/Sign Ward Study to see whether the corner of 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NE meets the criteria for the installation of a traffic light.  He reported he has received 15 letters of complaint about the speed of the traffic at that corner.  DOT asked for a formal letter from the Commission to trigger the study.  Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that a letter requesting the study be sent to the DC Department of Transportation. It was seconded by Commissioner Musante.  Commissioner Alberti said that this situation is the same as the one requesting a study for a stop sign at 11th and I Streets NE, and suggested that the two requests be combined.  The amendment was accepted.  A resident of 10th Street spoke about the number of accidents that occurred on that corner because of the number of cars that were illegally parked there blocking the view. Commissioner Alberti suggested that a log be kept of the accidents as ammunition in getting action.The motion was passed without objection.
b. Approval of Transcription Service for remainder of 2004
Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that the transcription  service, which was instituted on a three month trial basis be approved for the remainder of 2004.  There was a brief discussion of the budget allocation, which provides a ceiling of $200 per month.  The motion was approved without objection.

c. Post Office Box
Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that the ANC’s piost office box be renewed for another six months.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante. (Commissioner Rice suggested getting a larger box, and having the ANC’s office in it).  The motion was approved without objection.

d. Capitol Hill Classic Street Closing

Motion:  Commissioner Alberti made a motion to send a letter of support for street closings for the Capitol Hill Classic 10K race, which benefits the Capitol Hill Cluster Schools.  It was seconded by Commissioner  Rice and passed without objection.

e.Class A/Class B License Legislation

Commissioner Fengler presented information on pending City Council legislation which would extend the hours of operation fior Class A liquor stores to midnight on Saturdays, and Class B stores until midnight every day.  Class B’s are corner markets and supermarkets.  Added as an amendment to the Omnibus Alcohol Amendment of 2004 in Councilmember Ambrose’s committee, by Councilmember Brazil.  Councilmember Mendelson spoke in favor of the amendement because it will generate more taxes.  Motion:  Commissioner Fengler moved that a letter be sent to the Council to encourage them to strip the amendment out of the legilslation.  Seconded by Commissioner Ward.  Commissioner Alberti reminded the Commission that the closing hour is now 10 pm, so that it is a radical change.  Commissioner Ward noted that a previous reduction in hours to 10 pm produced an immediate benefit to the community.  The motion was passed unanimously. The audience was urged to lobby the Council on the legislation
10.  Final Comments
Richard Layman pointed out that Cody Rice was selected by Roll Call as one of the five top Capitol Hill community members.  Mr. Layman took the opportunity to compliment the ANC on its work.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.
