APPROVED MINUTES OF ANC 6A

May 11, 2006

Miner Elementary School, 601 15th St. NE

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

6A01: Raphael Marshall

6A02: Joe Fengler, Chair

6A03: Cody Rice (joined the meeting during the SMD Reports section)

6A04: Nick Alberti, Treasurer

6A05: Mary Beatty

6A06: Marc Borbely, Secretary

6A08: Mfon Ibangha, Vice-Chair

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

6A07: Gladys Mack

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

 1. Approval of agenda

The agenda was approved without objection.

 2. Minutes

Several corrections were offered to the April minutes: 

· Under the reconsideration of the Birdland appeal, Mr. Marshall was omitted from the list of those voting in opposition, and Ms. Mack was omitted from the list of those abstaining.

· Mr. Alberti requested that the specific disbursements in the Treasurer’s Report be listed in the minutes: $3 bank service charge, $110 to Roberta Weiner for minute-taking; $124 to Eastern SHS PTA; and $105 to the Postmaster for the PO Box.Under the text amendment on fast food establishments, Mr. Alberti’s amendment to Mr. Rice’s motion on printed signs was accepted without objection, rather than “amendment.”

· Mr. Alberti had a question about the text amendment discussion he wanted to get clarification on from Mr. Rice.  On Mr. Fengler's motion and without objection, the minutes, as amended, were approved, with the exception of the paragraph beginning "Mr. Borbely moved to strike (b)(3)…" which was left open until further discussion.

3. Community Comment
A resident of Rosedale spoke about the Rosedale Recreation Center, saying it is the pride of the neighborhood, but the facility is in disrepair, that there is crime there now, including a shooting.  He said he is anxious for the City to build a new center, and is meeting with Kathy Patterson to discuss a new center.  He said that Mr. Ibangha and Ms. Mack will be at the meeting, and is hoping for more support.

Inspector Kevin Keegan of the 1st District introduced himself as Andy Solberg’s replacement.  He gave a brief biography of himself, saying he is a native Washingtonian who has worked his way through the ranks of MPD for 25 years.  He said he has worked at the 7th District, and been in charge of the traffic and high crime units, working with people not in uniform.  He gave his phone number—698-0068—and his e-mail—kevin.keegan@dc.gov.  He said he’s currently in charge of the 1st District substation, and is working with the officers to understand the issues and what is happening with crime in northeast.

4 Single Member District Reports
Commissioner Beatty reported that things appear to be going better with Lovejoy Park, and everyone is working together to get things done.  She said that the permits are finally in process.

Commissioner Alberti reported that there had been a meeting at Maury School of parents and prospective parents, at which there was a discussion about the future of the school.  They talked about increasing the number of classrooms to include at least one more pre-K classroom.  The meeting was positive and the school is hoping to grow.

Commissioner Ibangha reported that he has requested help from Councilmember Ambrose’s office to get trees planted on C Street. He reported on his SMD meeting.   
Commissioner Borbely reported that he had held a meeting with people from Options and Sasha Bruce about disruptive behavior in the neighborhood.  He also said that there is a problem with traffic at 14th and E Streets with kids being dropped off for school, and he has been told that teachers will do more about being outside to facilitate arrivals.  He also talked about the Adopt-A-Block program of the Clean City office, and had gotten a good response to doing that within his SMD.  He announced that the ANC's support on 501 12th Street had finally paid off, with the landlord installing a new front door.  Finally, he mentioned that the Argonaut wants to expand to the second floor of its building; he said early indications were that neighbors had no serious objections. 

Commissioner Fengler reported that there would be a BZA hearing on May 16th on 1124 E Street NE.  He said the Zoning Administrator, after a protest by the ANC, had denied a Certificate of Occupancy for the building because of the illegal construction of an illegal six-unit renovation. He reported that the amplified speech legislation is stalled because the labor unions are putting pressure on Councilmember Graham to not change the language.

Commissioner Marshall reported that he had a good SMD meeting, with 27 people attending.  He said he discussed the planned clean-up of the SMD.  He said that one of his neighbors is interested in nuisance properties, and they discussed starting a “Dirty Dozen” program to bring attention to the problem.  He talked about the Industrial Opportunities Centers as a resource for the community, with computer programs and job training, and distributed flyers about the program.  He also said that Karina Ricks had presented the new H Street plans to his constituents, and he expressed his appreciation.

Commissioner Rice arrived and reported that he had been delivering testimony on the charter school text amendment at the Zoning Commission.  He said the hearing was well attended by people from Mr. Alberti’s and his SMDs.

5. Officers Reports
Vice Chair
Mr. Ibangha proposed several changes to the ANC bylaws. He requested that the changes be considered at the June meeting.

Treasurer
Mr. Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $4,037.94, and that the savings account balance was $4,151.76.    There was an allotment check from the District of Columbia in the amount of $5,794.43, and a bank service charge of $3,00.  There was interest to the saving account of $1.41.There were no disbursements, leaving totals of $9,829.37 in the checking account, and $4,153.17 in the checking account.  Motion: Mr. Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Mr. Fengler and approved without objection.  

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved acceptance of the Quarterly Report for the 2nd Quarter of FY06.  It was seconded by Mr. Fengler, and approved without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

No other officers had reports.

6. Committee Reports
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing Committee
Ms. Beatty reported that there had been a meeting about the moratorium on single sales on H Street, but there was no recommendation arising from the meeting.

She said that all the Class A stores in the area were coming up for license renewal, and are open for comment from the community.  She said there would be a meeting on May 16th from 7-9 pm at the Sherwood Recreation Center, and that comments from the community and the store owners were being solicited.

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved acceptance of her committee report, which was accepted without objection.

Economic Development and Zoning
Home Again-Wylie Street Properties
Mr. Rice raised the issue of the RFP for the Home Again development on Wylie Street, saying there was a new plan from the Deputy Mayor for Economic Development to add 1215, 1216 and 1217 to a bundle of properties to be developed through the Home Again Initiative.  The Wylie Street Neighbors have circulated a petition asking for certain conditions on the Home Again properties on Wylie Street:

1. Party walls shall be build of brick or fire-rated non-combustible materials

2. No basements shall be constructed or allowed as part of a building’s design

3. No curb cuts or driveways for entrance onto a property from the street;

4. The original footprint of the former structure shall be maintained;

5. All facades shall be designed in alignment and character to match the existing structures and materials (brick) on Wylie Street NE.

6. Third stories allowed as a matter of right will require design review and approval by stakeholders (the ANC and affected neighbors).

7. No blocking of the alley shall occur between the hours of 7 pm to 7 am the following day for construction deliveries.

8. Contact information shall be exchanged and kept current between the stakeholders and developers.

Mr. Rice said that the committee felt that they were reasonable conditions. Motion:  Mr. Rice moved that the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation and send a letter to Home Again endorsing the development conditions proposed by the Wylie Street Neighbors for 1215, 1216 and 1217 Wylie Street NE.  

Mr. Marshall presented an amendment that had been suggested by Vanessa Ruffin. Mr. Rice said it was not a recommendation of the Committee.

Mr. Alberti addressed the question of “stakeholder” input, and how it would be implemented.  He expressed his reluctance to send things forward with a loophole, saying that the District has design guidelines that would be effective in monitoring design and construction.  John Toima said that it is important that stakeholders have a say in the process, for example if someone wants to add a third story to a house.  Mr. Alberti responded that there are already restrictions on height.  Mr. Pittman said that the Home Again RFP has set conditions for person they chose as the developer, and this ANC should follow the model they have used in the Trinidad community.  Mr. Fengler said that he is always pushing for public involvement, and that the community should be on record, even if the process is messy.  The recommendation was adopted without objection.

Draft RFP for 1113-1117 H Street NE
The RLA Revitalization Corporation has issued a draft RFP for a vacant lot on the south side of H Street in the 1100 block of H Street.  RLARC may create a “short list” from submitted bids, and part of the selection process is a community meeting which would be the primary method of community input on submitted proposals.  Motion: Mr. Rice moved that the ANC accept the committee’s recommendation that the ANC recommend that RLARC revise the draft RFP to include information for developers on the H Street Zoning Overlay, the H Street NE Strategic Development Plan and Design Guidelines.  The committee further recommends that the ANC reference previous support for the provision of affordable housing on H Street NE.

Mr. Pittman suggested that it was inappropriate to move forward because there was inadequate information and community input and that a letter should be sent to RLARC saying that the community needs additional time.  He said the community should be placarded and noticed that this was taking place.  Mr. Fengler said that he supports the committee's recommendation because there is an opportunity for community input structured into its recommendation.  After two years of waiting for this, there should be no more delay.  Mr. Pittman said that he wanted a delay because there should be more information on the RFP available to the community.  Mr. Pittman said he objected to the process itself, and has no idea what letter the ANC will send. Mr. Borbely said he agreed that the ANC's process for seeking community input was imperfect. He said he would support the committee's motion but offered to work with Mr. Pittman to improve the process.  Mr. Fengler said that the process was open, that the ANC committee, which holds open meetings, is comprised of members of the community, and it is they who make the decisions on issues like this.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Rice reported that he had just received a letter from the BZA saying that the variance requested by Gambling and Son Hauling had been granted.

Motion: Mr. Rice moved the acceptance of his committee report.  It passed without objection.

Community Outreach

Elizabeth Nelson requested that the ANC approve an expenditure of $200 to reprint the ANC’s brochure.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC approve $200 for the flyer.  It was approved without objection.
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the Community Outreach Committee report be accepted.  It was accepted without objection.

Public Safety Committee

Letter to Police Chief Ramsey

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC accept the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee to send a letter to Police Commissioner Ramsey requesting that the MPD prepare a strategic plan for greater police coverage of H Street.  It was seconded by Mr. Marshall.

Stephanie Nixon outlined the Committee’s discussion of several specific initiatives to improve public safety on H Street, and suggesting that better police coverage was one answer.  Anwar Saleem, Executive Director of H Street Main Street asked that a request for greater late night protection be added to the letter.  Mr. Fengler reiterated that a permanent presence was needed on H Street and a substation was needed.  Mr. Pittman said that the Linden Place Neighborhood Association supports the letter, but said that the letter should be modified to say the plan should be implemented in less than 120 days.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the letter should say 60 days instead of 120.  It was passed without objection.  The original motion was approved without objection.

Mr. Fengler suggested asking ANC 6C for an endorsement of the letter instead of making it a joint letter, and there was no objection.  Additionally, it was suggested that neighborhood associations, like the Linden Place Neighborhood Association, and the Northeast Coalition Against Crime be asked to endorse it as well.

Survey Results
Ms. Nixon suggested that the survey results be sent by the ANC to School Board Member Tommy Wells and to School Superintendent Janey.  It was approved without objection.

Membership

Mr. Fengler, at Ms. Nixon’s request, nominated Laura Brown to be a member of the Public Safety Committee.  The nomination was accepted without objection.

7. Schools and Libraries Committee

Mr. Borbely reported that Ludlow Taylor and Hamilton are discussing consolidation of the two facilities.  There was a presentation on the issue at Ludlow-Taylor.  

Motion: Mr. Borbely moved the committee's recommendation, that the ANC send a letter to Superintendent Janey immediately, raising concerns about a proposed Ludlow-Taylor Elementary School/Hamilton Center consolidation, including 1//whether the merger would require the mainstreaming of emotionally disturbed special education students before they are ready to be mainstreamed; 2/ whether Ludlow-Taylor staff will be adequately trained and whether they will be provided the resources necessary to prove a quality education to mainstreamed Hamilton students, prior to their arrival; 3/ whether there are sufficient classroom—quality spaces at Ludlow-Taylor for the proposed self-contained classrooms for Hamilton students; 4/ whether the immediate neighborhood’s needs, including programs for 3-4 year olds and projected enrollment growth, have been adequately considered; 65/ whether the financial benefits of consolidating the two schools this summer instead of next are sufficient to outweigh the potential disruption of moving forward with this merger now; and 6/ whether any community (parent, teacher, student or neighbor) input was solicited in developing this proposal. It was seconded by Mr. Ibangha

Mr. Alberti said he would feel more comfortable having a presentation by DCPS after they’ve responded to the principals’ plans and they can let the ANC know what’s happening.

Mr. Borbely suggested that perhaps the letter should be addressed to the principals with a copy to Superintendent Janey.  

Mr. Alberti reminded the Commission that the plan was being presented to DCPS that day, and Mr. Fengler asked how the ANC could have an impact on anything that’s moving that quickly.  Brenda Artis said that they’ve already decided which schools are being closed, and that the final vote would be on the 28th.  She said that people will be losing their jobs, and there wasn’t a lot of turnaround time.

Stephanie Nixon said that she was a professional speech pathologist and her concern was what was meant by “not ready to transition in,” and there was a need to look at this in a different context. Motion: Mr. Rice moved that the letter be sent to the principals of Ludlow-Taylor and Hamilton, rather than Superintendent Janey.   Mr. Rice said that the principals are in a tough spot, and they have been encouraged to be proactive.  This is a way to get some answers without getting them in trouble with DCPS administration.  Mr. Alberti said that while he agreed with Cody’s amendment, he is not comfortable with the wording.  Ms. Beatty expressed the view that if it was too late, while invest a lot of time and effort in the wording.  Mr. Borbely responded that it is not too late.  Mr. Rice’s amendment passed without objection.  After several approved amendments by Mr. Alberti and Mr. Fengler, the final motion read:

that the ANC send a letter to Superintendent Janey  the principals of Ludlow-Taylor and Hamilton Center, raising issues including: 

· Whether this merger would require the mainstreaming of students with special needs; 
· Whether Ludlow-Taylor staff will be adequately trained; 
· Whether there are sufficient classroom-quality spaces at Ludlow-Taylor for the proposed self-contained classrooms for Hamilton students; 
· Whether the immediate neighborhood’s needs, including programs for 3-4 years olds and projected enrollment growth, have been adequately considered; 
· Whether the level of resources currently available to the schools will be maintained once they’re merged; and 
· Whether any community input (parent, teacher, student or neighbor) input was solicited, in developing this proposal.

Motion:  Mr. Rice moved that a question be added asking whether rejecting the merger would make the consolidation of Wilson and Ludlow Taylor, Maury and Miner more likely—schools paired because of their location.  The motion failed 2-5, with Commissioners Alberti and Rice voting in favor.

Motion: Mr. Rice offered an amendment suggesting that the letter ask whether there would be a charter school that is more compatible.  Mr. Alberti said it should say that the principals should consider all options.  The amendment failed by a vote of 3-4.

The original motion was approved without objection.

School Survey
 Motion: Mr. Ibangha moved that the ANC support a survey planned by the Committee to determine what type of neighborhood assistance the schools within the ANC area need.  It will be done through the appropriate officials and will help define the needs of the local schools.  Mr. Borbely added they want to put it out in May, starting with one or two schools, at Mr. Alberti's suggestion.  He distributed an e-mail from Suzanne Wells supporting the survey and offering a few suggestions for fine-tuning it.  Mr. Alberti said that a report should be prepared of the outcome.  Mr. Borbely moved Ms. Wells' changes. They were accepted without objection. The original motion was accepted without objection.

Membership
Mr. Alberti nominated Lisa Turner to serve as a member of the Schools Committee.  The nomination was approved without objection.

Motion: Mr. Borbely moved to accept the Committee report.  It was accepted without objection.

Transportation Committee

H Street Pavers

Omar Mahmoud reported that the committee had questions about the issue of London pavers versus concrete aggregate for the H Street paving project, and said that the Committee preferred the London pavers.  He said he’s not sure what can be done at this point.  Mr. Saleem said that H Street Main Street had preferred the aggregate.  Mr. Marshall said that 13th and K Streets you can see them side by side, Mr. Alberti said that, aesthetics aside, the ANC members are not experts on the relative merits of each choice.  Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that a letter be sent to DDOT asking about such issues as the aggregate’s ease of navigation for people with disabilities, its ease for snow and chewing gum removal, and its ease to maintain.

Lance Brown said that this will not affect the paving on Benning Road, which will not necessarily get nice pavers, just concrete, because of the cost.

The motion passed without objection.

RFK Zone Buffer Area

Mr. Mahmoud expressed his committee’s concern about parking in the buffer zone surrounding RFK Stadium, and that there were still many complaints from residents.  Mr. Borbely suggested that the issue be referred back to the Committee for further discussion.  The referral was approved without objection.

Membership
Mr. Mahmoud said that LaVerne Law wants to resign from the committee and the Bill Byrd has been “missing in action.”  In their stead, he asked that Marlon Smoker and Claire Rodriguez be added to the committee roster.  Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved that Mr. Smoker and Ms. Rodriguez be nominated to the Transportation Committee.  The nominations were passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved to accept the Committee report.  It was accepted without objection.

8. New Business
Reconsideration of Certificate of Occupancy for Birdland

Mr. Marshall said that he has gone through his community and has found that Birdland has no negative impact on the neighborhood, and he has visited the establishment and seen plates and spoons, etc.  Everything, he said, is cooked fresh, and based on his own observations and research he believes the appeal of Birdland’s Certificate of Occupancy is wrong. Motion: Mr. Marshall moved the withdrawal of the appeal of Birdland’s Certificate of Occupancy.

Mr. Borbely asked why the ANC was appealing the C of O.  Mr. Fengler responded that he is concerned about the ANC being consistent.  Cluck-U Chicken felt targeted by the ANC.  But the ANC is in this to protect the residents of the community because if there’s a special exception hearing, they will be able to come in and speak to the issue.

Mr. Fengler said he had no problem with the food, or with the establishment, but it’s a fast food establishment, which doesn’t meet the criteria of the zoning code.  Mr. Saleem said that the ANC’s point has been made, and they’re really trying to make things right.  He said he would encourage Birdland to adopt more of a restaurant atmosphere, which Taste of Jamaica is doing.

Birdland’s owner said that he applied for his license in 2005, and was told that they are not issuing any more fast food licenses for H Street.  He said he put in restrooms and a full kitchen, spending $9000 on his plans.  He says he waited seven months, passed all his inspections and has his life savings invested in the business. Mr. Fengler said he looked at the plans, and looked in the window during construction and it looked more like a fast food establishment than a restaurant.  

Mr. Alberti said that one has to compare an establishment with McDonald’s, which is not a restaurant.  He said he would oppose the motion to withdraw the appeal, but his anger is not with Birdland but with DCRA. Mr. Borbely asked the Commission to think about what they’re doing by punishing an establishment because it believes DCRA made a mistake, and he asked the Commissioners if they are sure enough that DCRA made a mistake to appeal DCRA's decision.

A resident asked why the ANC was selecting establishments that were up and running, and suggested that if they are closed it will have a detrimental effect on the community.  Mr. Fengler said that the ANC has been working on a mutual interpretation of the zoning law and has filed a text amendment that would make interpretation of the law consistent.

Mr. Fengler asked the Commissioners to think for a moment on whether they want the issue to go further, and asked them to consider their own feelings about the issue.  The motion then failed, 3-4, with Commissioners Borbely, Ibangha and Marshall voting in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm.

