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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

Minutes

July 13, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.

Present: Commissioners Alberti, Beatty, Fengler, Holmes, Mack, Marshall, Nixon, and Schultheiss. 

 1. Approval of agenda

There was a request to add a resignation to the report of the Transportation Committee.

Motion: The agenda was moved and accepted without objection.

 2. Minutes

Motion: Mr. Schultheiss moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion for the adoption of the minutes for the June meeting. The minutes were adopted without objection.

 3. Community Comments
Thomas Gallo (gallo4343@hotmail.com, 286-4343), who works with Joe Englert, spoke about the idea of doing a Heritage Trail for H Street.  He said he has met with Jane Levey, of Cultural Tourism, and she is excited about doing it, but needs the help of the community.  She said it will take over two years from start to finish, and requires input from people with knowledge of the neighborhood’s history.  Mr. Gallo said he is looking for a working group leader, and for funding for three trails.  Ms. Beatty asked about specific sites and things that were mentioned included the site of the riots, Gallaudet, and the H Street corridor’s shopping, movies, clubs, etc.

Elizabeth Nelson announced the August 25th DCPS Beautification Day, and gave a number, 727-0488, for those who are interested.

 4. Officer Reports
Chair:

Commissioner Fengler reported that the ANC has been successful at the Zoning Commission in their quest to require all apartment conversions in an R-4 district conform to at least 900 sq. ft. per unit.

He reported that the City Council had approved the H Street moratorium, and that ANC 6A has become the first ANC to use the regulations to execute policy.  Mr. Marshall added that after the notice of the Moratorium is published in the DC Register, there is a 30-day comment period, after which it goes into effect, and owners will have a period to use up their stock.

Finally, Mr. Fengler reported that he had testified at the hearing on the Noise Ordinance legislation, and it presents a difficult challenge.  There were more than 150 union members and at least five lawyers at the hearing, and, much like the moratorium, the ANC is dealing with a powerful group---in this case, labor unions.

Vice-Chair
Commissioner Holmes reported that Councilmember Wells had introduced and had passed, emergency legislation banning bus parking on the Hill, and they will continue to work with the Capitol Police to see that the ban is enforced.

Secretary
Commissioner Schultheiss reported that there were still some open letters that he would deal with over the summer break.

Treasurer
Commissioner Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $22,791.15, and that the savings account balance was $4,169.44.  There was an interest payment to the saving account of $1.06 There were disbursements of $120 to Roberta Weiner for transcription of minutes (Check #1317); $180 to the Ft. Dupont Ice Arena for a grant to Kid Power-DC (Check #1318); $380 to Trees for Capitol Hill for a grant (Check #1319)); $360 to Kid Power-DC for a grant; $460 to Kid Power-DC for a grant (Check #1920); $460 to Wanda Bamberg-Tia for a grant (Check #1321); and $338.16 to Fed-Ex Kinko’s for copying (Check #1322), leaving a balance of $20,952.99 in the checking account, and $4.170.50 in the savings account.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Commissioner Fengler, and approved without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying for each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that the ANC accept the Quarterly Report for the 3rd Quarter of the FY 08 year.  It was seconded by Commissioner Schultheiss and approved without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved approval of the Treasurer’s Report. The motion was approved without objection.

 5. Single Member District Reports

Commissioner Marshall reported that there have been several raids at 811 10th Street by MPD, the US Attorney, and Federal officers, and that an eviction notice had been served.  He also reported that he had done a walk-through of his neighborhood with Hiram Brewton and discovered an empty structure on the corner of 9th and I Streets, and took photos of the trash, both outside and inside.  In the alley between Wylie Place and H Street they found that Popeye’s had violations, and that Horace and Dickey were throwing oil into the alley.  There were also houses in violation.

Commissioner Holmes reported that 251 8th Street, which is a condemned building, is up for sale.  He also said that he had met with the principal of Maury, Commander Groomes, a representative of Chancellor Rhee and Linda O’Brien from Councilmember Well’s office had looked at the schoolyard at Maury Elementary School and work has started on 400’ feet of new chain link fence.

Commissioner Schultheiss reported that work is continuing at Checkers, and it should be renovated by the end of August.  The person from Checkers has been invited to speak at the September ANC meeting.  He said he had testified at the City Council on behalf of the Vacant Property Task Force on the legislation now before the City Council. He reported that the Task Force is committed to having every vacant property inspected by November, after which a three-year clock will start to run.  

Commissioner Fengler reported that the police and fire stations that had been given to NCRC in a land swap in April are now, because the City has decided to abolish NCRC, will back to OPM.  Finally, he said that AutoZone has resurfaced its parking lot.

Commissioner Beatty reported that she has filed an application to get ten trees for her SMD from Casey Trees.

Commissioner Mack reported on several upcoming events in her SMD, and said that the house on Gales Street that was such a problem had been cleared up, but now was returning to its former state.
 6. Committee Reports

Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing 

Ms. Beatty reported that her Committee had not met in June.  She noted that a protest on Viggy’s Liquors license renewal would be discussed under new business.

Economic Development and Zoning

1383-85 H Street NE
Drew Ronneberg reported that this is a request for support before the BZA by Leon Robbins to develop a 3 story mixed use commercial/residential property.  The building lacks alley access due to a building directly behind it, and the Applicant is seeking a variance from the on-site parking requirements. Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved/ Mr. Schultheiss seconded a motion that the Commission accept the recommendation of the Committee to conditionally support the BZA application, provided that the applicant 1/ builds a structure with the façade and massing presented to the committee; 2/ provides the ANC with the statement of burden of proof; 3/ adheres to al the requirements in the H Street Zoning Overlay including its design requirements and design guidelines; 4/ creates a second floor use consistent with the goals of the Arts and Entertainment District, and; 5/ agrees to build a ventilated trash room.  The conditional support applies to the following zoning relief: 1/ variance from the off-street parking requirements; 2/ special exemption to allow up to 100% lot occupancy; 3/ special exception from rear yard requirements, and; 4/ special exception to allow 2nd floor commercial use.  The resolution also authorizes Drew Ronneberg to represent the ANC in this matter.  Mr. Alberti said that he resolution should stipulate the 2nd floor is for arts and entertainment purposes, and it should be made clear in the letter that the 3rd floor would not be used for commercial purposes.  The motion passed without objection.

Expansion of the Historic District
Dr. Ronneberg reported that the next step in the process of looking at the whether the Capitol Hill Historic District should be expanded, or a new district be created is to do a survey of the structures within the area.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC support the survey of existing properties anywhere in the borders of ANC 6A for the potential creation of a new historic district or expansion of an existing historic district.  The Committee also recommends the appointment of Annie Swingen as coordinator of the survey.  The motion passed without objection.

Vacant Properties

Dr. Ronenberg reported that he had found a number of technical errors on DCRA’s and OTR’s lists of vacant properties, mainly related to square and lot numbers. Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Schultheiss seconded a motion to accept the committee’s recommendation that the ANC write a letter to DVRA and OTR pointing out technical errors (e.g. wrong square numbers) in their vacant property lists.  The motion passed without objection.

1016 H Street NE

The owners of this property received a building permit from DCRA to “renovate an existing building to accommodate a fast food restaurant:” In the H Street Overlay District, a special exception is required for a fast food restaurant. The owner, Mr. Tchaka Sapp, claims he did not ask for a permit, and plans to operate a sit-down restaurant that will have tables and chairs, have menus and wait staff, non-disposable plates and silverware, have no trash receptacles in the eating area, will have tables bused by the wait staff, and have an on-premises dish washer.  The Applicant said he would be willing to write to DCRA asking that the permit be reissued as a restaurant.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC appeal the building permit for 1016 H Street NE to renovate the property for a fast food restaurant unless the owner of the property writes a letter to the Zoning Administrator asking that the permit be reissues to renovate the property as a restaurant.

Mr. Fengler said that the decision to grant the fast food license should be appealed to have them go through the process to get a Certificate of Occupancy.  The appeal can be withdrawn if the permit is re-issued, but the special exception process should be started.  Mr. Marshall commented that he did not want more fast food establishments in his SMD, and questioned making any decision without seeing plans.  Mr. Alberti said that the ANC has to vote before the end of the month.  The motion was passed without objection.

Bill Crews’s Dismissal
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC write a letter to the Director of DCRA, Mayor Fenty and the City Council expressing its support for the Former Zoning Administrator, Bill Crews. The motion passed without objection.

701 10th Street NE

Dr. Ronneberg reported that the curb cut at 701 10th Street NE, built after DDOT issued a permit over the objection of the ANC, has not been built to code.  DDOT has issued an order to replace the curb cut and driveway with appropriate materials, and the owner still has not done so.  Dr. Ronneberg was concerned that DCRA would issue a C of O be issued without the curb cut being corrected.  Motion: Mr.. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC write a letter to the Zoning Administrator asking that the property at 701 10th Street NE not receive a C of O until it complies with the Order from the Public Space Administration to bring its curb—cut up to city specifications.  The motion passed without objection.

Trader Joe’s in the 300 Block of NE

Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the ANNC write a letter to Trader Joe’s urging that they locate in the new Steuart development at H and 3rd Street NE.  The motion passed without objection.

Upzoning Moratorium on H Street
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the Commission accept the Committee’s recommendation that it request that the Zoning Commission, on an emergency basis, enact a five-year moratorium on upzonings within the H Street Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District; and that Rich Luna be designated the ANC’s representative in the matter.  It was seconded by Commissioner Beatty, and passed without objection.

Joint ANC 6A/6C Meetings to Discuss Expansion of the Historic District
Dr. Ronneberg said that he believes the ANC can file a new petition to the Zoning Commission that could be presented differently that the one rejected by the Zoning Commission.  He suggested that a text amendment could be submitted that said that developers could be prevented from requesting map amendments as part of a PUD. Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that the ANC accept the recommendation of the Committee that the ANC submit a new petition to the Zoning Commission to pass a text amendment to the H Street Overlay that would forbid map amendments as part of PUD applications.  The recommendation also authorizes Drew Ronneberg to act as the ANC’s representative in this matter.  The motion passed without objection.

The Committee report was accepted without objection.

Community Outreach
Motion:  Commissioner Fengler moved the appointment of Sylvie Lee to serve on the Community Outreach Committee. It was accepted without objection.

Grants
Elizabeth Nelson asked for support of two grant applications received from the Capitol Hill Community Foundation School Libraries Project.  Suzanne Wells represented the CHCF. Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to approve the Committee’s recommendation to award two $1000 grants for library equipment/technology at Maury and Ludlow Taylor Elementary Schools.  The motion was approved without objection.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

Public Safety

Illegal Fireworks

Motion: Ms. Nixon moved that the ANC accept the Committee recommendation that the ANCE send a letter to FEMS and MPD urging them to work with each other in dealing with illegal fireworks. The motion passed without objection. 

Nuisance Properties
Motion: Commissioner Nixon moved/Mr. Schultheiss seconded a motion that the ANC accept the Committee recommendation that letters be sent by certified and regular mail to the Office of the Attorney General requesting that they act to see that these six nuisance properties are cleaned up.

Mr. Alberti said that writing to the OAG was a very serious action and raises the situation to a very high level, and that to be taken seriously, a letter would have to be crafted for each one as to why concern is warranted.  Mr. Fengler said that at 610 10th Street NE there was a body in the basement, but the only way to abate the property was over illegal drugs.  Mr. Schultheiss said that progress is being made with the Vacant Property Task Force and the vacant properties should be separated out from the others.  Ms. Nixon said that doing six individual letters takes time and she didn’t want Mr. Fengler to write so many letters. Mr. Holmes said that the letter doesn’t give specifics.  Amended Motion: Ms. Nixon offered an amended motion to revert to sending six letters as written by the Committee.  Ms. Beatty said that the ANC shouldn’t be sending letters without telling agencies what we want them to do.  The amended motion failed 2-4.  The main motion was withdrawn.

Commendation of Commander Groome
Motion: Commissioner Nixon moved that the ANC approve a letter be sent to Commissioner Lanier commending Commander Groome for the good work she is doing.  The resolution passed without objection.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

Transportation and Public Space

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion that the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to DDOT requesting that design funds be set aside in the FY 08 budget for the two-way conversion of 17th Street NE/SE.  The motion passed without objection.

1401 Maryland Avenue NE

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Schultheiss seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to DDOT, with copies to MPD and DPW, urging that they install signage and begin enforcing illegal parking in the public space at 1401 MRYLAND Avenue NE.  This is the space across the street from Checkers.  The motion passed without objection.

Traffic-Calming Studies

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Schultheiss seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC send a letter of support for traffic calming studies to DDOT for 12th street, 13th Street and the 1300 block of G Street, NE.  The motion passed without objection.

Valet Parking Regulations

Mr. Mahmoud reported that there is no mechanism for ANCs to be involved with businesses request setting up valet parking. Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s request to send a letter to DDOT commenting on the newly proposed Valet Parking regulations.  The motion passed without objection.

Resignation

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC accept the resignation of Jennifer Flather as a member of the Transportation and Public Space Committee.  It was accepted without objection.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

 7. New Business

License Renewal for Viggy’s Liquors

Ms. Beatty said that the sticking point with the license renewal for Viggy’s is the sale of singles.  ABRA says it has the authority to modify rather than renew, a license and this provides an opportunity to test that. Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Schultheiss seconded a motion to send a letter to ABRA requesting the use of their authority to modify a license in the Viggy’s protest if the license is renewed.  The motion passed without objection.

Kingsman Field

Mr. Schultheiss said that pressure should be put on Parks and Recreation to repair the sprinkler system at Kingsman Field.  This is a problem that has been going on for three years. Motion: Mr. Schultheiss moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to send a letter to DPR asking them to perform an inspection of the sprinkler system at Kingsman Field to ensure that it wasn’t damaged by the contractor constructing the condos a D and 13th Street while acknowledging that the sprinkler system was previously allowed to fall into disrepair by DPR.  Ms. Beatty said she has spoken with the developer and he denies any responsibility for the problem. Mr. Fengler noted that this was a great example of a letter that can be sent by an individual Commissioner.

Advertising Funds

Mr. Marshall spoke about the money being spent on advertising and said that it doesn’t produce. He said there is an average of 10.6 people present at each meeting, and he doesn’t see any value in spending the money. Mr. Fengler responded that it is one of the best ways of using funds that are available in the budget, and the ANC would never have been able to accomplish what it has without the ads.  Ms. Mack said she likes the ads and it’s a good way to keep in touch with the community.  But she would like a paper box at her end of the ANC.  Mr. Schultheiss suggested requesting that the papers provide a distribution point in each SMD.  Mr. Marshall said that there is a difference between reading a story and paying for advertising, and if the ads are pulled there is still coverage of ANC activities.

H Street Festival

Mr. Marshall announced that the H Street Festival will take place on September 15th, between 112th and 14th Streets.  He said that they don’t charge the vendors, and its one day when everyone should come together.

ANC Motions

Mr. Holmes offered the following motions on ANC operations to be presented to the City Council:

1. clarify the prohibition against personal use of Commission funds, and against the acceptance of monies, services or of any thing of value by any Commissioner (or his or her family or family-owned company or partnership) from any person, company, partnership, or corporation with business before the Commission, either currently or within one year (before or after) of Commission action.  Prohibit membership on the Commissions of a person who has been convicted of a crime that betrays the 0publicc trust (embezzlement, misappropriation of funds, fraud, false statements). This prohibition is to be printed on the ANC candidate filing form provided by the Board of Election and Ethics.

2. at the request of an ANC, the City shall provide office space in government buildings or by leasing appropriate space.  In addition, the City shall provide office furniture and equipment for an ANC office.  At its choice, an ANC may decline to use the City-provided services. (The costs for the lease should be covered by the Office of Property Management (OPM), with their budget adjusted accordingly.  The OPM has the staff and knowledge to execute leased space agreements for other DC agencies---adding ANCs to the list of those agencies should not overburden the office.  It will alleviate the need for inexperienced Commissions to negotiate leases.  OPM should provide office furniture and equipment to ANCs—as   they do for every other City agency.  The OPM has the procurement experts and pre-negotiated contracts to make sure that DC tax dollars are spent wisely and in accordance with the law.)

3. within 10 days of their first notification of the Office of Planning, developers seeking a Planned Unit Development (PUD) shall notify the ANC in which the project is to be located, and any other ANNNC within 200 feet of the proposed PUD’s lot, of its intention to build, and convey thereunto architectural renderings of the project; a statement of special exceptions and variances to e requested; the names, addresses and phone numbers of the project managers and counsel; and a listing of proposed community amenities.  This provision should be placed in both the ANC law and the Zoning Code.

The motions were accepted without objection.

Mayor’s Call Center

Mr. Holmes moved/Mr. Alberti seconded the following motion on the Mayor’s Call Center:

ANC 6A requests the City Administrator and the Mayor to expedite the placement of public space complaints and questions on the Mayor’s Citywide Call Center website.  Other than tree maintenance there is o way to use the Call Center for the important “Quality of life” problems that arise in public space  Suggested categories to add include: illegal driveways—new curb cuts, excessive width; parking in the public space; excessive fence height; failure of utility companies to properly close and resurface cuts made in roads, alley and curbs; and illegal temporary no-parking signs.

The motion was accepted without objection.

 8. Community Comment
Vanessa Ruffin suggested that community garden be organized on 13th Street.  It was suggested that it be discussed with the Community Outreach Committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:03 p.m.
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