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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

Minutes

October 12, 2006
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Commissioners Alberti, Beatty, Fengler, and Marshall. 
Approval of agenda

The agenda, as amended, was adopted without objection.

 1. Minutes

The minutes for the September meeting were adopted without objection
 2. Community Comment
Tommy Wells, Democratic candidate for Ward 6 Councilmember, announced that his campaign had organized a walk on H Street for Saturday, October 14 with other candidates including Vincent Gray and Kwame Brown, which would start at 11 am at the Farmer’s Market.

Commissioner Fengler announced that before he left for Montreal, Cody Rice had presented a zoning text amendment to the Office of Planning (OP) defining the difference between a restaurant and a fast food establishment, and that OP had endorsed the amendment and forwarded to the Zoning Commission for action.  Mr. Fengler listed some of the requirements for a fast food establishment, and Mr. Alberti said that the letter to OP was posted on the ANC web site.
Will Cobb, an independent candidate for Ward 6 Councilmember briefly addressed the community on his campaign issues.

 3. H Street Streetscape Update
Karina Ricks, transportation planner with DDOT reported on the status of the H Street streetscape plan. which will cover from 3rd Street NE to 14th Street NE, and from Benning Road to Oklahoma Avenue NE.  She began by saying that the design plans are at 100%, and next month they will be advertising for contractors, and will choose one by late February or early March.  Construction will begin in April.

She said there were two approaches to phasing the project, which is substantial--about a mile in length.  One option is to do short blocks at a tune, which would less disruptive, but could take up to 30 months.  However, if it is done in larger segments, it will move faster.  The stores would be available to pedestrians, but there will be no parking.  They plan to work with the community during construction, and will have a construction manager in a storefront for the duration of the project who will be available to answer community concerns.  The manager will have weekly coffees and other activities to relate to the community.  The streetcar tracks will be installed from 3rd Street to Oklahoma Avenue, and they are working on trying to find finding and accelerate the process.
Mr. Alberti asked about the initial phase of the streetcars being east of the river, and how that will impact the H Street phase.  Ms. Ricks said that the issue is that they are geographically two separate systems, and when the Anacostia system was designed there was not a need for two separate maintenance facilities.  It is not a different plan, but more up front money is needed than originally planned.
She went on to say that the streets will be aggregate, and that brick was not an n original material on H Street.  There will be granite cobblestones on planting strips, and it will be the District’s first truly green street—all the water will stay in the tree boxes.  There will also be unique lighting-0-similar to the double standards on the Mall, but light will be brighter.

She said the project will take between 20 and 30 months.  Mr. Marshall asked how the construction will affect his SMD, and said his concern was that he was starting to plan next year’s H Street festival and wondered if the construction would interfere with the festival.  She didn’t have an answer, except to say that construction will not begin where there is major construction going on.
Drew Ronnenberg asked whether there was any way to keep Pepco and Washington Gas from spray painting marks on the new streets.  He was told that all work will have to be done before the streetscape is complete, because there is a five year moratorium on street work after the job is done.

He also asked about extending the terminus of the trolley to the rear of Union Station.  He said he would love to see the tracks extended to Chinatown and the Convention Center.  Ms. Ricks said that they are looking at 3rd Street as the terminus, but that they are also exploring the possibility of a Circulator-type bus from the station to H Street to mitigate the lack of access during the construction.  Omar Mahmud asked when such a bus would begin and Ms. Ricks said it would begin running several weeks before construction begins to get people used to using it.

Mr. Mahmud also suggested the purchase of antique cars for the trolley, and said they could be purchased by private individuals with the promise of a name plaque on the car.  MS. Ricks said the cars are hard to come by and require a lot of work.
Robert Pittman said that along with a DDOT manager on site there should also be a parking enforcement officer.  He also asked whether there was a bail-out plan when the trolleys fail. He asked why federal transportation dollars could not be used for the trolley, and was told that a lot of enhancements are not eligible, and used as an example the traffic light that ANC 6A wants at 5th and H., and there are just no extra federal funds,
Mr. Fengler asked what 6A could do to encourage funding of the trolleys, and was told that people are really looking for ways to make it work.  He also asked about a pedestrian passageway to Union Station and was told that they are looking at that.  

She closed by saying that there will be challenges during the construction period and DDOT will need the help of the community.
 4. Single Member District Reports
Mr. Alberti reported that illegal construction continues at 1408 North Carolina Avenue NE, and nothing is new on the situation.
Ms. Beatty reported that she had an SMD meeting at which the Department of Parks and Recreation was present.

Mr. Fengler reported on the status of the various projects he had raised with Bill Crews and Eric Rogers of DCRA at the September meeting.
Rafael Marshall reported that Washington Gas and PEPCO are tearing up the streets in his SMD.  He also requested the owner of the proposed new club, Liquid, come to the ANC meeting and address the community.  He thanked the community for its participation in the successful H Street Festival.

 5. Officers’ Reports
Treasurer
Mr. Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $15,210.29, and that the savings account balance was $4,158.73.  There was an interest payment to the saving account of $1.41.  There were disbursements of $120 to Roberta Weiner for transcription of minutes (Check 1284); $105 to the Postmaster for the rental of a post office box for six months (Check 1285); and $1,150.30 for to Lippman, Semsker and Salb for legal services relating to the H Street Moratorium (Check 1286), leaving a balance of $13,834.79 in the checking account, and $4,160.14 in the savings account.  Motion: Mr. Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Mr. Fengler and approved without objection.  
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Mr. Alberti presented the 2006-2007 budget, saying it will be discussed at the November meeting, and urged the Commissioners to study it.  He said the Auditor requires a budget in January.  Mr. Fengler said he would like to look at the budget from two years ago, and reminded Mr. Alberti to include allotments for ads for new committee members for the new ANC.
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that a payment of up to $200 a month be approved for payment for transcription production of ANC minutes.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Finally, Mr. Alberti spoke about the post office box, saying that it was important that he gets the mail so that bills can be paid and the Commission’s financials are in order.  He said that Mr. Borbely had the key to the mailbox, and wasn’t picking up the mail in a timely fashion.  In July, he made inquiry at the post office and no-one had authorization to pick up packages.  He said he met with the previous secretary, and went to the post office to get the authorization switched.  He said that he wants that discussed at the November meeting.  Mr. Fengler said that Mr. Alberti has jurisdiction over the post office box from Michael Musante, and the November agenda will have a discussion of the role of the Secretary and an outline of what the Secretary’s duties are.

Mr. Pittman suggested that perhaps the Secretary should resign. He also asked for a breakout of the legal services expenses, and was told by Mr. Alberti that it would be included in the budget.
No other officers had reports.

 5. Committee Reports
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing Committee
Ms. Beatty reported that the Committee heard a presentation from the owner of Liquid, 914 H Street NE, which will be a restaurant and lounge.  They are requesting a CR license, and said they are applying for an entertainment certificate to provide jazz, R&B and comedy, two nights a week, and will appeal to an older crowd.  The entertainment will be at the front of the lounge upstairs, and there will be a sound barrier to minimize the sound.  They are planning to put the focus on the restaurant.  Ms. Beatty said that the committee requested that they sign a voluntary agreement and they are currently studying it. Motion:  Ms. Beatty moved that the ANC accept the recommendation of the Committee to support the license application by the owners of Liquid for a CR license.  It was seconded by Mr. Alberti.
Mr. Marshall said that because the establishment will be in his SMD, he should have standing in the matter.  He said he has nothing against Liquid, but would like the respect due his position.  Mr. Alberti asked about why it was necessary to apply for a separate entertainment certificate and was told that it constitutes a “substantial change” to the license they are requesting.  Mr. Pittman said that with a 2500 sq. ft. establishment, the actual activity will not be food service, and he is concerned about people congregating on the street.  Ms. Beatty responded that he has a chef, who came to the committee meeting, and they were convinced that they’re emphasizing the food.  Mr. Marshall asked about whether there would be music on their patio, and was told there would be no outdoor music.  Mr. Fengler added that they will be under the City’s low decibel el requirements, and even if it on the roof it still falls under the same noise ordinance.
Motion: Ms, Beatty moved acceptance of her committee report, which was accepted without objection.

Economic Development and Zoning

Mr. Fengler reported that the Committee did not have a quorum and so it took no action.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation that Mr. Alberti be designated to represent the ANC in three cases coming before the BZA:  Case BZA 17526 – 1411 Ames Place NE; 17533 – 1405 North Carolina Avenue NE; and 17532 – 138 12th Street NE.  The recommendation was accepted without objection.
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the Economic Development and Zoning Committee meeting be changed from October 31 to October 24th because of the Halloween holiday.  The motion was accepted without objection.
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the report of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee be accepted.  It was accepted without objection.
Community Outreach

The Community Outreach Committee had no action items as a result of its meeting.
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the Community Outreach Committee report be accepted.  It was accepted without objection.

Public Safety Committee

Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved, for Stephanie Nixon, that the ANC approve the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to the Department of Parks and Recreation urging the construction of new, stronger fences at Sherwood Rec Center and Rosedale Rec Center.  It was seconded by Mr. Marshall.  Ms. Nixon said that the current fences are weak and collapse when leaned against.  She also mentioned a large tree at Sherwood that is not fenced and provides a place for “hanging out”.  Mr. Alberti wondered whether the current fence could be reinforced, and Mr. Fengler suggested the possibility of wrought iron instead of chain link fencing.
Mr. Pittman, who is on the Sherwood Advisory Council, said he took offense that the Council had not been consulted on the matter.  He said he could support the fence if the ANC would pay for it, and said the ANC could be of help in getting fencing put around the tree.  He said that the Council has copies of every report that’s been made on the matter.  He said that they leave the fence the way it is so that a stronger fence doesn’t get destroyed, and if people see someone on the grounds, they should call the police.  The vote was 2-1-1, with Mr. Marshall voting in opposition and Mr. Alberti abstaining.
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the Public Safety Committee report be accepted.  It was accepted without objection
Transportation Committee

Committee Chair Omar Mahmud requested that the ANC approve a letter requesting a transportation audit for the 1500 block of Gales Place NE.  The request was approved without objection.
He also requested ANC support for a letter to DDOT requesting better enforcement of illegal parking in the care share spaces on 12th Street, just south of H Street.  The request was approved without objection.

Mr. Mahmud asked that the ANC support the Committee’s request to send a letter to DDOT requesting the development of a plan of action to deal with double parking on H Street. Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC support the Transportation Committee’s request to send a letter to Chris Delfs requesting an enforcement plan for double parking.  It was seconded by Mr. Marshall.
Mr. Alberti suggested that the letter ought to request that the plan also include alternatives for parking.  Mr. Fengler said he was hesitant to support changing the letter, and was uncomfortable having DDOT move into working on alternatives until there’s further discussion on the issue.  Mr. Alberti responded that the problem will not be solved until the larger issue is attacked, and it’s just reinventing the wheel to do one without the other.  Mr. Marshall said that people are lazy about parking, and they won’t pay for parking structures.  He said the letter is a good one.  Mr. Pittman said that PSA 102 had received a letter from the Sherwood Advisory Council about parking in the summer, and he would hope that the ANC, as it matures, will stop looking at band-aids.  The motion was approved without objection.
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved to accept the Transportation Committee report.  It was accepted without objection.

 6. Old Business
By-Laws Changes
Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC accept proposed amendments to the by-laws 7 and 8, as proposed by Mr. Ibangha.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Alberti, and accepted without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved acceptance of Amendment number 9, which would change the voting requirement for acceptance of a by-laws amendment from two-thirds of the ANC to two-thirds of those present and voting.  Mr. Marshall moved that the discussion be tabled until the next meeting.  Mr. Alberti clarified the motion, saying that it was not a motion to entertain the issue at the next meeting, but that Mr. Ibangha can bring it up at that meeting.
 6. New Business
Candidates for ANC
The candidates for ANC representatives introduced themselves and gave brief speeches:

6A 01 – Rafael Marshall
6A 02 – Joe Fengler

6A 03 – Jesse Rausch, David Holmes

6A 04 – Nick Alberti

6A 05 – Mary Beatty

6A 06 – Bill Schultheiss

Community Comment
Chris Otten, Green/Statehood Party candidate for Mayor, spoke, emphasizing his proposal to empower the ANCs, and make them more effective in the community, including providing a voluntary stipend for serving.

Drew Ronnenberg said that there was no quorum at the last Economic Development and Zoning Committee, and he is looking for people that might like to serve on the Committee.  Mr. Fengler commented that since Cody had left, people might not be aware that the Committee is still meeting.

Elizabeth Nelson announced the Maury School Bazaar on October 14th.

Rafael Marshall suggested that meeting flyers including the agenda be distributed by Commissioners going door to door.

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.
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