PAGE  
2

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

Minutes

November 9, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Commissioners Alberti, Beatty, Borbely, Fengler, Mack, and Marshall. 

 1. Approval of agenda

The agenda, as amended, was adopted without objection.

 2. Minutes

The minutes for the October meeting were adopted without objection

 3. Single Member District Reports
Mr. Marshall reported that he held his last SMD meeting before the election, and had City Council candidates and Lisa Raymond, candidate for School Board to speak.

Mr. Borbely reported that brick sidewalks were being installed on 13th Street NE, and introduced the new ANC Commissioner for his SMD, Bill Schultheiss

Mr. Alberti reported that there will be a tree planting in his SMD on November 15th.

Ms. Beatty reported that work is actually progressing well on Lovejoy Park.

Ms. Mack reported that there was a gas leak on 8th Street and Gales Place that is being repaired.

 4. Officers’ Reports
Chair
Mr. Fengler reported that Mayor-elect Fenty will be attending the ANC’s November meeting, and suggested as a process that the Commissioners select three to six topics on which to question him.  

Ms. Beatty suggested the singles moratorium, since he has had experience implementing one in his Ward.

Mr. Marshall suggested public safety and the use of cameras on the north side of H Street.

Mr. Borbely suggested school plans

Mr. Alberti suggested H Street issues, such as challenges to the zoning overlay and enforcement of the overlay.

Mr. Fengler suggested streetcars.

Ms. Mack suggested stipends for ANC Commissioners.

Mr. Fengler responded that Federal employees can’t accept stipends, and said he was queasy about anything so directly concerned with the ANCs themselves.  Ms. Beatty said she agreed, and the time should be spent on issues of importance to the community.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC develop questions for Mayor-elect Fenty on the issues of single sales, public safety, plans on school and issues on the H Street Overlay.  It was seconded by Mr. Alberti.

Mr. Borbely said the school issues should be specific to the 6A area.  Mr. Alberti said the public safety issues are specific to H Street.  Mr. Fengler said the questions should be sent to him within two weeks.  The motion passed without objection.

Mr. Fengler announced that the key for the ANC mailbox had been transferred from Ms. Mack to Mr. Alberti.

Secretary
Mr. Borbely raised the status of the by-laws changes that were proposed by Mr. Ibangha, and it was greed that the motion raised at the October meeting to accept certain amendments had been withdrawn, and the other amendment that had been raised, about a two-thirds vote being needed for a by-laws change, was put aside. Mr. Borbely asked whether there were any objections to accepting the bylaws amendments raised at the last meeting.  Ms. Mack said that a motion was not needed if it was in the minutes. Mr. Fengler agreed.

Treasurer
Mr. Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $13,384.79, and that the savings account balance was $4,160.14.  There was an interest payment to the saving account of $1.37.  There were disbursements of $125.50 to Roberta Weiner for transcription of minutes (Check #1288); and $122.03 to Kinko’s for copying (Check #1287), leaving a balance of $13,587.26 in the checking account, and $4,161.51 in the savings account.  Motion: Mr. Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Mr. Fengler and approved without objection.  

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Mr. Alberti noted that the Kinko’s bill had been paid from a December 2004 credit of $2,770, which has now been used up, and provided a chart of how it had been spent.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved acceptance of the 2006-2007 budget.  He said the Auditor requires a budget in January.  He pointed out that there had been five District allotments in FY 06, and he based the projected FY 07 balance of $46,719.40 on that number.  There were no comments, and the budget passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved approval of the Quarterly Report for the 4th Quarter of FY 06.  The summaries are included in the packet, and in the future they will be prepared in detail.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Marshall.  Mr. Alberti says he has the receipts and everything will be put on the website.  He said that the Auditor will accept a PDF of the information on the website.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that up to $3500 be allocated for monthly ads in the Hill Rag; and up to $2500 be allocated for monthly ads in the Voice of the Hill.  The motion was accepted without objection.

 5. Committee Reports
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing Committee
Viggy’s Liquor

Ms. Beatty reported that Viggy’s Liquor Store has asked for more time to review the proposed voluntary agreement, and that they will meet with Ms. Beatty before their scheduled hearing on November 15th.  The issue is the sale of singles.

Liquid

She reported that Liquid, a new establishment at 914 H Street NE has signed a voluntary agreement with small changes.  Ms. Beatty will speak with them about that and get a new signed copy, which will be turned over to Mr. Fengler.

Napa Valley Caterers

Napa Valley Caterers, which has been located at 1015 H Street for six years, has decided to open a restaurant at that site and has applied for a CR license.  It will be a restaurant without entertainment that will serve California style food.  She said there was a question of their signing a voluntary agreement and then backing out.  Mr. Borbely suggested that something be added to the agreement that says that if it’s not signed in good faith then ANC support can be withdrawn. Motion:  Mr. Alberti moved that Ms. Beatty be authorized to protest the license for Napa Valley Catering is a voluntary agreement is not signed by the end of the protest period.  It was accepted without objection.

R & B Coffee
R & B Coffee is under new management and intends to add a wine bar on the second floor.  They have already signed a voluntary agreement. Motion: Ms. Beatty moved that the ANC not protest the application for a license of R & B Coffee.  It was approved without objection.

Motion: Ms, Beatty moved acceptance of her committee report, which was accepted without objection.

Economic Development and Zoning

601-635 H Street NE

Mr. Fengler said that the project, which is located in ANC 6A’s area, will have a hearing at the Board of Zoning Adjustment on November 21st, and will be open for comments from other interested community organizations.  The ANC has given authority to Drew Ronenberg to participate in this issue.  The problem is that this is the first case to test the H Street Zoning Overlay.  The project has gone through many changes since it first became public, and the time is now to make a decision about it.  The Zoning Overlay says that buildings can be no taller than eight stories, but Drew suggests that the ANC support their going to nine stories in exchange for many other modifications the developers have made to overcome objections to massing and height problems in other parts of the project.  The project is located across from H Street Storage, which is a tall building, and the first two stories of the building are retail and offices.

Rich Luna said there is a general sense among the committee that there is a strong desire to maintain the regulations in the Zoning Overlay, while not losing the progress that has been made in negotiations with the community.  Mr. Marshall asked about ANC 6C’s involvement, and Mr. Fengler responded that 6A is the adjoining ANC and is exercising its voice as a citizen group to comment on the project. He pointed out that ANC 6A does not have great weight on the issue. He also said that ANC 6C did not invite 6A’s participation.

Kyrus Freeman, an attorney for the project with Holland & Knight said that they have been working with several community groups who disagreed with the developer on the height.  ANC 6C voted to continue working with the community to achieve consensus on the development.  He spoke about the garage entrance, which will be on H Street, closer to 7th Street because DDOT requires 60 feet between the crosswalk and a curb cut.  Mr. Fengler pointed out that because it is a superblock, it will create another crosswalk.  Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved that ANC 6A continue to oppose the variances requested by the developer, but authorize Drew Ronenberg to drop the opposition and support the project if conditions are met that allow the community to support it.  It was seconded by Ms. Beatty.

Mr. Fengler said that the hearing is on November 21st, and this is asking Drew to negotiate on behalf of the ANC, and 2/the negotiations with DDOT fit into the ANC’s goals of making Mr. Marshall reiterated his concerns about 6A being part of the negotiations.  Mr. Freeman responded that they are trying to engage everyone in the negotiations—Capitol Hill Restoration Society, Near Northeast Coalition Against Crime and Drugs, Stanton Park Neighborhood Association, and the 6th and H Neighbors Association, a new group of neighbors of the project, and it is becoming a better project because of it.  Mr. Fengler said he is comfortable negotiating on the project because of the years that went into negotiating the Overlay, and this is the first case to be tested on the H Street design guidelines. Mr. Alberti said he was willing to consider allowing the curb cut, the parking entrance and the nine stories in exchange for adherence on everything else.  The motion was approved without objection.

819 7th Street NE
This is an issue where Pilgrim Baptist Church was granted a building permit to build a parking lot on what is currently a vacant lot.  There is a question of whether the Zoning Administrator erred in issuing the permit, as this lot is not on the same lot as the building it is intended to serve.  The Economic Development Committee recommends that the ANC oppose the permit and appeal the Zoning Administrator’s decision to grant the permit. 

Mr. Marshall said that he opposes the permit because it already is a parking lot, and what they want to do is pave it and draw some lines.  He said that t the community supports it.  Mr. Fengler said that the lot can’t be “grandfathered” because a church, as a matter of right, is not allowed to do a parking lot.  Rich Luna agreed, saying that the lot is separated from the Church and should not been granted as a matter of right.  Mr. Marshall reiterated that nothing is being built.  Vanessa Ruffin said that essentially the ANC is supporting the granting of a special variance to get it done because it’s not matter of right, and a special exception is the only way to get a lot an area not directly adjacent to the church.

Stephanie Nixon said that the lot will not be gravel because gravel is not allowed, and paving is considered structure and requires a permit.  Elizabeth Nelson said that the law should be applied consistently, and Mr. Fengler reiterated that the Zoning Administrator erred in issuing the permit.  Mr. Alberti said it’s about following the law and that the community can be heard from.  Ms. Mack said that if they go for a variance, it will protect the church.

The motion failed by a vote of 2-2.

Committee Membership
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that David Holmes and Queen Lacey be approved for membership on the Economic Development Committee.  They were accepted without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the report of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee be accepted.  It was accepted without objection.
Community Outreach

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation to provide a grant of $50 to the PTSA at Maury Elementary School for the purchase of a template for a PTSA website.  It was seconded by Mr. Borbely, and passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the Community Outreach Committee report be accepted.  It was accepted without objection.

Public Safety Committee

Motion:  Committee Chair Stephanie Nixon reported that she had received information on the number of hours MPD officers used for papering perpetrators in court, using comp time for that purpose.  The issue is creating a more efficient system for papering.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved to accept the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee to send a letter requesting overtime and comp time figures for 2004 and 2005, in both hours and dollars, for MPD officers involved in papering activities.  It was seconded by Ms. Beatty.  Ms. Mack asked whether the figures they had already received were for 6A, and was told they were citywide, but that it can be broken out by PSA by asking for rosters.  They have been told to make it more efficient, and have not yet done so.  The motion passed 5-1 with Ms. Mack voting in opposition.

Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved, on behalf of the Public Safety Committee, that the ANC approve the sending of a thank you letter to Lt. Falwell for his help in explaining pending legislation on the use of fireworks.  It was accepted without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that, on behalf of the Public Safety Committee, a letter be sent to WASA and the Fire/EMS Department asking them to coordinate their inspections of fire hydrants, and share information of the working status of hydrants with the ANCs, and consider out of service signage for hydrants not working.  The resolution passed without objection,

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the Public Safety Committee report be accepted.  It was accepted without objection

Transportation Committee

Motion: Mr. Fengler, on behalf of the Transportation Committee, moved acceptance of the resignation of Ken Granata, and the appointment of Bill Schultheiss and Sean Lovett as members of the Committee.  They were approved without objection.

Committee chair Omar Mahmoud asked for ANC approval for a letter to DDOT project coordinator for H Street Karina Ricks stating ANC 6A’s position on the upcoming construction about to begin. He mentioned the committees concerns with the planned temporary meters, and also focused on construction worker’s parking, the longer daily construction periods and to protect the surrounding community during construction.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to Karina Ricks.  It was seconded by Mr. Alberti and passed without objection.

Mr. Fengler urged the Commissioners to read the report of the Transportation Committee to understand what is facing the community in terms of the construction work.  He pointed out such issues as whether to do it in longer or shorter physical segments, and whether to start at Union Station or Hechinger Mall.  If they start in the Spring, it will be construction on top of construction on the west end of the street, but if they start on Benning Road, the heavy construction will be done by the time they reach the other end.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved to accept the Transportation Committee report.  It was accepted without objection.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm.
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