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Alcohol Beverage Licensing & Public Safety 

Minutes for May 14, 2003

Quorum Call – Chairperson Jessica Ward

Quorum established – 7 Members present (7:00 PM)

· Jessica Ward

· Tom Taylor

· Brenda Artis

· Kit Read

· Jeff Coulter

· Gordon Keller

· Richard Sundberg

Absent:

· Jonnie Jackson 

Meeting Called To Order

Jessica Ward, Chairperson called the meeting to order (7:03PM) 

Agenda Adopted

Jessica Ward moved to approve the agenda.  Second by Jeff Coulter.  No objection the motion approved.

Minutes For 4/9/03 ABL & PS Meeting Approved

Jessica Ward moved to approve the minutes from the April 9th, 2003 ABL & PS meeting.  Second by Jeff Coulter. No objection the motion approved.

Special Orders

1. Introduction of new Alcohol Beverage Licensing & Public Safety Committee members Kit Read and Gordon Keller.  Both members provided a personal introduction.

Officer Reports

Chairperson’s Report

· ABL & PS committee member Leah Reisner has submitted a letter of resignation due to personal commitment conflicts.

Vice Chairperson’s Report

· Crime Forum 2 (Redistricting of Police Districts & PSA’s).  The information regarding the new police districts was presented with a map handout for those in attendance.  The community was advised that this is the current proposal and that feedback should be provided directly to the Mayor’s Office.

Secretary’s Report

· Fifth District Citizen’s Advisory Council 2003 Citizen of the Quarter Nomination is Marc Borbely. Marc is the edit of the Corner Forum (www.thecornerforum.org), a neighborhood newsletter.  Key points from the nomination were shared and the community was advised that there is a letter of support available for community signatures.

Unfinished Business for Alcohol Beverage Licensing

No unfinished business.

New Business for Alcohol Beverage Licensing

1. Petition Proposals for ANC6A “Class A” license renewals. 

· On May 21, 2003 at 7:00 pm, an ANC6a “Special Meeting” will be held to discuss “Class A” renewal licenses. 

2. Excello Liquor (419 13th St. NE) petition date due May 20th, 2003.  “Roll Call”  is scheduled for June 4th, 2003 at 10AM. 

3. There is a May 27th, 2003 “Petition Date” with a June 11, 2003 “Roll Call” for:

· Viggy’s Liquors 
 (409 15th St. NE)

· Friends Liquors 
 (1406 H. St NE)

· Capitol Liquors 
 (1835 Benning Rd. NE)

· Jumbo Liquors 
 (1122 H St. NE)

· New York Liquors (1447 Maryland Ave NE)

4. There is a June 3, 2003 “Petition Date” and June 18, 2003 “Roll Call” for:

· Family Liquors (710 H St. NE)

· Master Liquors (1806 D St. NE)

5. Excello Liquor - ANC Commissioner Michael Musante reviewed the Single Member District Meeting he held on May 12, 2003.  During that meeting, he collected Protest Letters in the renewal of the “Class A” License for Excello Liquor.   He will hand deliver these letters to ABC Board on the Petition Date of May 20, 2003.  If you wish to have him deliver your information as well, please contact him at 548-2542 or his email mfm81472@yahoo.com. 

6. Community Comments

· Jim Laise – Mr. Laise is collecting signatures for a Protest Letter in the renewal of the “Class A” License for Excello Liquor.  His letter is primarily from the residents of immediate neighborhood.  He can be contacted at jimlaise@aol.com.

· Community Member Question to the committee: What is the point of the number of protests?  Is there a general concern about “Class A” in our area?   Is there a process for entering into a Voluntary Agreement?  

· Committee Member Jessica Ward shared her experience and understanding of Voluntary Agreement process advising that one way to require a liquor store to meet the needs of the community is to file a protest.   A protest is not necessarily an attempt to close the business.                                                                                                                                                                      The ABC Board’s formal mediation process between the Protestants and Merchant may help facilitate in getting a Voluntary Agreement.  

· Committee Member Jeff Coulter advised that the purpose of providing the petitions in letters was to provide the community the first step, if they felt that a protest was necessary.  If no signatures were collected, or if there are no concerns about a specific establishment, then no protest would be filed.  

· Committee Member Tom Taylor advised that the overall purpose of this type of meeting was to provide a “level playing field” among all vendors.  For example, establishments that border each other but are in different SMD’s should be required to follow the same agreements in order to be fair to both businesses.  The purpose of the process was to establish a “win/win” outcome for the business and the surrounding community.

· ANC Commissioner Wanda Harris – Commissioner Harris commented that she had read the documents on the table, and while there were standard letters of opposition available, there were no standard letters of approval. She also mentioned that SMD ANC Members had not been approached regarding each location.  Commissioner Harris reminded the committee that they should remain neutral and support businesses as well.  

· Jessica Ward explained the purpose of the petitions was to provide a registered voter of DC within the ANC6a boundaries an opportunity to petition an ABC License.  Furthermore, the purpose of the ABL & PS Committee meeting was not to bypass the SMD Members, but to gather any community feedback (written or verbal) so recommendations can be made to the ANC. 

· Community Member Question - What is the current problem with Excello?  Several community members shared the history of issues with Excello and mention was made of the previous 2001Voluntary Agreement.  Several examples of violations of that agreement were shared. In addition, comment was made that consumption of alcohol (vodka) INSIDE Excello Liquors was observed on May 8, 2003.  In addition, ABRA Investigator Jeff Jackson observed Excello Liquor in violation of several Cooperative Agreements (“V.A.”) on a “Regulatory Inspection”.

· One community member expressed his support of Excello by saying the store had no control over customer activity in and around the store and that Excello provided food to the homeless on Thanksgiving.  The information was noted, and he was advised to start a letter of support.

7. Jessica Ward moved to send a letter of recommendation to ANC6a opposing the renewal of the “Class A” license held by Excello. Second by Brenda Artis.  Due to the nature of the letter, a vote was called:  In Favor 7, Opposed 0, Abstained 0.

Unfinished Business for Public Safety

1. Election of PSA Team Leaders – Jeff Coulter move to table this item until the next meeting stating the proposed PSA boundaries was relevant to community member interest in team leadership.  Second by Brenda Artis.  Hearing no objection, the motion carried.

2. USDOJ Presentation – Presentation by Tom Taylor referencing handouts regarding crime reports and actions for the 5th District Metropolitan Police Department.  He also introduced.  Brian Sunfield, District Attorney Office, Civil Division.  Nuisance Property Office.  Mr. Sunfield discussed the criteria of reporting a nuisance property and the follow up process.   

3. Tom Taylor moved to add Victim Impact Statement to agenda.  Second by Brenda Artis.  Hearing no objection, the motion was carried.  Tom Taylor reviewed the importance of the Victim Impact Statement on the outcome of “victimless” crimes and the need to have such a statement sent to local courts.  Tom Taylor moved to table the issue until the next ABL & PS meeting.  Second by Jeff Coulter.  Hearing no opposition, the motion was carried.

New Business for PS

1. Introduction of 5th District Metropolitan Police Department Officers, “Core Team” and City Authority Guests – The numerous officers and guests in attendance introduced themselves to the committee and community members.

2. Presentation on Partnership for Problem Solving was presented to the community members prior to the break out sessions for the individual PSA’s.  Sgt. Ewell’s presentation provided an overview of how the police department can effectively work with the community in preventing and solving crime.

3. 45 Minute breakout sessions for PSA510, 511 and 512 – Community members joined the representatives from the ABL & PS Committee Members, 5th District MPD, Core Team and guests from Parking Enforcement, Alcohol Beverage Regulation Administration, Abandoned Auto and Sanitation Departments to discuss individual issues for each PSA.

Adjourn

Jessica Ward moved to adjourn the meeting (9:00PM) Second by Jeff Coulter.  Hearing no objection, the motion carried.
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