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	Friends of the Capitol Hill Public Schools’ Libraries

The parent organization representatives from Brent, Maury, Ludlow-Taylor, Payne, Tyler, Watkins, Peabody and Stuart Hobson public schools have been working together since January 2005 on common issues among the schools.  They are organizing a community-based effort to renovate the libraries at each of the schools, and are forming a new organization called the Friends of the Capitol Hill Public Schools’ Libraries. 

Most of the collections in these libraries date back to the 1970s, and the rooms where many of our local school libraries are housed are lackluster at best.  Our goal is to turn these libraries into first-class, A+ libraries with beautiful, inviting spaces that welcome children and provide community space after school hours.  They should be places that draw children into them and excite them about reading.  

In order to renovate the libraries, we need lots of help including:

· Architects and interior designers to create unique, beautiful plans for each library

· Builders and craftspersons who can help with the renovation of the libraries

· Library specialists to weed through the dated collections to keep what we can and remove what is no longer viable

· Volunteers to enter remaining books into a new catalog software system

· Volunteers to identify sources for library-quality, age-appropriate book donations 
	· Experienced library specialists to help guide us in developing a collaborative collections approach so the Capitol Hill public school libraries can share resources and can be smart in planning new book purchases

· Technology specialists to help with the selection and integration of hardware and software that links the libraries to each other and to the classrooms

· Volunteers to track the DCPS funding opportunities for our local school libraries

· Fundraisers who can help create a fundraising campaign

· Grant writers

· Fundraising event planners

The state of the DC public schools libraries is not what our community and its children deserve.  Whether you’re a student, parent, teacher, neighbor, local business person, or someone who just cares about getting children to read, you can join the Friends of the Capitol Hill Public Schools Libraries.  For more information on how you can help, contact Suzanne Wells at m.Godec@att.net or 547-2477 or Todd Cymrot at todd.cymrot @verizon.net or 997-3296.

Soccer on the Hill
The fall soccer season will run from mid-September to mid-November. Age divisions (U6, U8, U10, U12, U14, U16, and U19) are based on the player’s age on July 31, 2005. For more information and signup forms, call 544-5385 or visit www.sportsonthehill.org.
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (Sept. 6), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial CME Church, corner of 14th and C St. NE. 

· PSA 103 meeting, second Wed. (Sept 14), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE.

· ANC 6A, second Thurs. (Sept. 8), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE. For more information about ANC 6A meetings, check the community calendar page at www.anc6a.org.
· H St. Festival, Sat., Oct. 1, noon-6 p.m., 1200-1400 blocks of H St. NE.  Free entertainment by local artists, and perfor-mances from Joy of Motion and the Atlas Theater.  Food and craft vendors will have booths. (to be a vendor, contact Raphael Marshall, RVMPS6A@aol.com)
· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (Oct. 4), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial CME Church
· Renovators House Tour, Sat., Oct. 15, 10a.m.-5 p.m.  This annual event benefits Watkins ES, a DC public school. For additional information, including how to purchase tickets, contact Shelly Smith, 546-6891.  Look for more details in October Buzz.
· The Buzz is available at www. anc6a.org/publications.html.

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512 or elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com (put “Buzz” in the subject line). Articles on topics of interest in the NLP area are very welcome.

	Register Your Bikes!

Although having one’s bicycle stolen is nowhere near as traumatic as having one’s home broken into, it is still a upsetting and can be a major inconvenience.  Unfortunately, it has become a common occurrence in the neighborhood.  Many have been stolen in just the past month or two, often from front porches or back yards, even when they have been locked up.  

MPDC advises that all bicycles be registered.  This can be done by taking your bicycle with a sales receipt, photo id and $1 (fee) to any police station.  The police can and do stop bicyclists and check the bikes to see whether or not they’ve been reported as stolen.  When they recover abandoned bicycles or bicycles seized in connection with a crime, they try to re-unite them with their owners.  So, it is worth the time and trouble to register them.

Buy Entertainment Books Now

It’s not too often that the price of something is lower than it was two years ago, but that’s the case with the 2006 Entertainment books!  Two years ago, the Entertainment books sold for $35.  This year the price of the books is only $25!  NLPNA gets to keep $5 from every book sold.  Last year, NLPNA raised over $200 from book sales.
The 2006 Entertainment books contain all the same great savings that they have in the past.  You can get two-for-one savings at restaurants on Capitol Hill like America Union Station, Café Berlin, Thunder Grill and White Tiger.  The book also allows you to purchase $6 discount admission tickets to the AMC theatres at Union Station.  There are also coupons to save 50% on DC United tickets.  The book pays for itself in no time.
If you’d like to buy a book or can help sell books, just call Suzanne at 547-2477.
	Neighborhood Night Out

Despite the tropical heat, NLPNA’s annual observation of this important occasion was well attended by two-dozen or more adults and a passle of kids.  The U.S. Park Police were there in force to meet with neighbors and address their concerns about Lincoln Park.  In attendance were Lt. Charles Orton, Lt. Neil Shea, Sgt. Steven Somers, Ofc.Keene Sr., and Thomas LoCascio and Francis Graybowski who brought their horses!

The budget was approved (including $800 for trees – see related article) and the officers re-elected to another term.

Many thanks to everyone who made this event a success, especially the cooks; as usual there was enough food to feed a small army.  Special thanks, also, to Rose Williams who brought children’s play equipment.

NLPNA to Fund Trees
The NLPNA budget includes $800 to pay for four trees to be purchased through Trees for Capitol Hill.  One tree will be for the triangle between the 1400 blocks of Constitution and NC Ave, just west of 15th St.  Another will be planted in the triangle just south of Constitution Ave between the 100 blocks of TN Ave and 13th St.

If you have ideas as to where the other two should be planted, and can organize your neighbors to water the trees and dig the holes, please contact The Buzz.  The locations should be public, but not a “street tree box”; traffic triangles and pocket parks would be good examples of suitable sites.
Buzz Distribution

Distributors are needed for the 1200 block of E St and 500 block of 13th St. To volunteer, call Elizabeth, 543-3512, or send e-mail to elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com with “Buzz distribution” as the subject.
	Update on Burglaries

The unusual rash of burglaries are a big problem right now, throughout PSA 103, particularly on or near the 1300 blocks of Constitution Ave, NC Ave and East Capitol St. and the 100 blocks of 12th , 13th, Warren and TN Ave.  Many break-ins are occurring during daylight hours while residents are away.
The police are stepping up enforcement efforts in the area and will be meeting with neighbors to talk about ways to combat this epidemic.  At a recent PSA meeting, it was suggested that residents beef up the security on their homes, adding additional bars, gates (particularly to rear doors and windows) and security alarms.  Be alert; watch out for your neighbors; and report anything suspicious immediately.
On a discouraging note, we learned that one individual, who lives in the neighborhood and is very familiar with the area, has been arrested over 30 times and is constantly in and out of jail.  This must be frustrating for the police as well as his victims.

We were also cautioned not to leave anything visible inside cars, as theft from auto is on the rise as well.  The police advise that nothing at all, not even empty bags or garbage, be left in cars. Thieves may mistake them for items of value.
School Supplies
As the school year begins, many students still do not have the supplies they need (paper, pencils, crayons, markers, glue sticks, back packs, etc.).  If you can help, please drop off your donations at the school of your choice, or on the porch at 1330 NC Ave, to be divided between Maury ES and Miner ES.
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