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	REVIVAL: H Street Strategic Development Plan
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· NLPNA meeting, first Tuesday (April 1), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial Church, 14th & C St. NE.  Emergency Preparedness & Kingsman Field renovations. (See article.) All are welcome.

· Ward 6 Emergency Prepared-ness, Thursday, April 3, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Hine Jr. High School, panel of DC agency experts.

· PSA 512 meeting, second Wednesday (April 9), 7 p.m., Lane Memorial Church, 14th & C St. NE.

· ANC6A meeting, second Thursday (April 10), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE.

· PSA 511 meeting, third Wednesday (April 16), 7 p.m., Teacher’s Credit Union, 9th & D St. NE.

· Call Box meeting, Thurs. April 17, 7:30 p.m., 515 13th St. NE, www.nlpnacallbox.lcolony.com.

· Neighborhood clean up days, April 19 or 26 (see article).

· NLPNA meeting, May 6.

· NLPNA Yard Sale, Sat. May 17, triangle park at 1300 block of N.C. Ave & A Sts. For info call 543-3512. (See article.)

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512.

Buzz Distribution

Distributors are needed for the 200 & 300 blocks of 14th Place. Call Elizabeth at 543-3512.

	by Karina Ricks

“Revival,” a strategy for revitalizing H Street, is a direct result of the Strategic Neighborhood Action Planning (SNAP) effort coordinated by the Office of Planning in 2001. During the SNAP process, neighborhood residents worked with District agencies to identify their top priorities for improving their community. In the Near Northeast, Stanton Park, North Lincoln Park, and Kingman Park neighborhoods (Cluster 25) the highest priority was clear – improve H Street NE. A series of public meetings and consultations were held to ensure input from all stakeholders.

The final plan, which was presented March 5, recommends five distinct nodes along the H Street corridor – each building off

How to Get Involved

Tomika Hughey, Executive Director of H Street Main Street, welcomes community participation in the execution of the plan. She can be contacted at xeropholous@yahoo. com, or 486-0346. If you are interested in working on any of the committees, please contact the following individuals:

•  Design: Keith Sellars, kjsellars @rappaportco.com, 571/382-1243.

•  Economic Restructuring: Orlando Brooks, orlandobrooks @hotmail.com, 543-8220.

•  Promotion & Marketing: Richard Layman, rlayman@hotmail.com, 213-3971.
	the assets of that area:

•  “The Hub,” adjacent to Union Station and the H Street overpass, is the corridor’s link to downtown and  regional and national transit networks. It features large-scale office employment, destination retail, and multi-modal transportation connections.

•  “Urban Living,” on the 200 – 600 blocks of H Street, takes advantage of proximity to transit and redevelopment opportunities to create medium-density housing in a walkable, urban environment.

•  “The Shops,” on the 700 – 1100 blocks, create a compact, convenient, and diverse neighborhood shopping district.

•  The “Arts and Entertainment District” (1200-1400 blocks) builds off the Atlas Theater, R.L. Christian Library, and H Street Playhouse assets to create an arts and entertainment destination.

•  “Arboretum Place” recom-mends reinforcing the important Maryland Avenue axis between the U.S. Capitol and National Arboretum with mixed-use develop-ment of retail and residences.
Karina Ricks, on staff at the DC Office of Planning, made a presentation on Revival at the March NLPNA meeting.

Trash or Treasure?

The annual NLPNA yard sale will be held Saturday, May 17. This is our primary source of funding.  Items to sell and volunteers are needed. Call 543-3512 for more information.
	

	Clean City, Clean ‘Hood

The NLPNA is coordinating with the DC Clean City program to schedule neighborhood block/alley cleanings Saturday, April 19 or 26.  Special trash trucks will be routed to the areas where residents will collect debris that has accumulated over the winter. If you would like to organize the effort for your block/ alley, contact Elizabeth 543-3512.


	Thank you

All too often, neighborhood volunteers don’t get the recognition they deserve. If there’s someone special you’d like to thank, drop a note at 1330 NC Ave, telling who you’d like to thank and why. Be sure to include your own phone number. The Buzz will print them on a space available basis.
	Kingsman Field Update

The long awaited renovations to the Kingsman Field are about to begin! The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is gearing up to begin the field renovations this spring. Planned improvements to the field include installing an automatic irrigation system and then seeding the entire field. In addition, any damage to existing fences, gates, and backstops will be repaired.  Also, new benches will be installed (like the ones at the Ludlow Taylor ballfield at 6th and G Streets, NE).

The exact start date of the renovations was not known at press time. The renovations to the field may take up to a month. Once the field has been seeded, it will not be available for use for five to eight months. While we will be losing the field for the short term, the long-term benefits to the area children will be great because theywill have a much-improved playing area.

Ted Pochter of DPR will attend the April 1 NLPNA meeting to discuss the planned improvements. Mr. Pochter has been a long-time advocate for our community working to make renovation of the Kingsman Field a reality. Kurt Bedenbaugh, from the Temple Group, one of the project managers overseeing the renovations, is also expected to attend.

Please try to attend the April 1 meeting so you can learn how our community can be a part of making the field renovations successful. 
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	April NLPNA Meeting: Emergency Preparedness
	

	Lt. Haselden of the Metropolitan Police Department will attend the April NLPNA meeting to discuss the District’s emergency prepared-ness plans. Meanwhile, here are thoughts from neighbor  Sig Cohen.

Doing Our Best in Case 

of the Worst

Living as close to the District’s “Ground Zero” as we on Capitol Hill do, many wonder what we can do to survive an emergency such as a terrorist attack on downtown DC. Roads leading out of DC will likely be reduced to parking lots. The Metro will be overwhelmed. Emer-gency shelters could be jammed.

I am convinced that there is much we can do for ourselves, our families, and our neighbors. We have little choice. Capitol Hill must be one of the best prepared neighborhoods in the city, perhaps in the country.

So where to begin? With ourselves: We have to take precautions that we may have procrastinated about. For example, have we several days’ food on hand? Somewhere among all our gadgets do we have a manual can opener? And a supply of water – not just a few extra bottles, but several gallons for each family member? And candles, flashlights, extra batteries, and battery-operated radio? What about an extra month’s supply of your and your family 
	members prescription medicines? Is your car’s gas tank full?

Your family: Have you and your family members decided where to reunite (not on Capitol Hill), if you are separated at the time of an attack? Does everyone know that Eastern High School is a designated evacuation center? Cell phone connections will likely be clogged. Chances are better if you try to reach someone living beyond the Metro area. For example, my family and I have designated my mother, who lives in Ohio, as our ‘communications coordinator.’

Your neighborhood: If there was ever an opportunity to build community among our neighbors, this is it. On our street my across-the-street neighbor and I held meetings with other neighbors. Folks on his side of the street met at his home. Folks on my side did the same. We identified ourselves, gave our street and email addresses and phone numbers. We know who the medical experts are, urged everyone to have additional food on hand, and prepare ‘go packs.’ We distributed copies of the “Unofficial Capitol Hill Anti-Terrorism Guide-book.” We found out who has a spare basement, extra air mattresses, and propane-fired grills in case gas is cut off. Once we see how much we can do – alone, as families, and as a community – there is no question but that we will survive. 
	

	This just in… City Council approved the sale of Kingsman E.S. to the Charter Schools Development Corporation. Options and Sasha Bruce will be the occupants.








































































































