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	Lovejoy Park
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· NO NLPNA MEETING in January. Next meeting, Feb. 4.

· ANC6A meeting, first Thursday (Jan. 2), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE.

· Lovejoy Park fundraiser, Jan. 16, 7-9:30 p.m., 1021 E St. NE.  (see article).

· Call box meeting, Jan. 30, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Home of Delila Katka. Call 547-4694 or e-mail dj.katzka@verizon.net for address and details.

· NLPNA meeting, first Tuesday Feb. 4), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial Church, 14th & C St. NE. Councilmember Phil Mendelson. All are welcome.

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512. Visit us at www.nlpna.juniperdc.com.

Buzz Distribution

Distributors are needed for the 1300 block of F St., 1400 block of E St., 1100 & 1200 blocks of East Capitol St. (north side of park) and the unit & 100 blocks of 14th St. Call Elizabeth at 543-3512.

At February Meeting – Councilmember Phil Mendelson

Councilmember Phil Mendelson will attend the NLPNA meeting February 4 at Lane Memorial CME Church. Be there to hear his views and share your views on city policies.

	by Anne Montgomery & Michael Musante

Imagine, if you will, a new green and lovely neighborhood park for people of all ages: space for community gardening, benches to rest on and paths to walk along, and a “tot lot” for young children to romp and play.

This is a vision that the community of northeast Capitol Hill has for an L-shaped piece of blacktop that is adjacent to Lovejoy School – soon to be Lovejoy Lofts -- at 400 12th Street NE. Creation of a park will take time and money and lots of effort – but it will be well worth the work. On October 29th, 2002, residents attending an ANC-6A community meeting held at Washington Fellowship at 10th and Maryland Avenue voted for the park concept described here. Three concepts prepared by the D.C. Department of Parks and Recreation (DCPR) were up for discussion and debate, and the one that gained the broadest support was the one that featured primarily “green” space.

Now it is time to begin translating these discussions and the drawings into action. To do this, strong community support is needed. Here’s what has happened so far: The developer for the condominium development that is now transforming the beautiful old school into loft apartments is Winter Properties, of Atlanta, Georgia. They’ve agreed to donate $20,000 worth of time and money toward the creation of a park, in order to remove the existing asphalt, grade the soil, and seed it with 
	grass. Neil Albert, the director of DCPR, has said the District will construct a low barrier to keep the silt from running off while the grass takes hold, and fix the gaping holes in the existing chain-link fence that surrounds the school. (The tot lot comes later.) And we – the community – need to raise $10,000 in order to provide some of plantings for the park-to-be. Happily, Councilmember Sharon Ambrose has agreed to begin the drive with a $1,000 contribution from her constituent fund.

As you can see, your involvement is wanted and needed! To kick things off, Tony Hardy and Sean Conley are hosting a community party and fundraiser on Thursday, January 16, from 7 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. at their large and beautiful house, located at the corner of 11th and E Streets NE. Bring your good wishes and a good appetite, perhaps a bottle of wine if you like, and a contribution to buy a beautiful plant or tree or bench for the park. You’ll be listening to local jazz musician Alan Lewine and his friends as you meet and greet your neighbors. We’ll furnish the food, and collect ideas you have for the park, too. In short, this is a unique private-public-community effort that can only become a reality if we all pitch in to help build it. Think of it as a park-raising!

The place to call to RSVP is ANC-6A Commissioner Michael Musante, (202) 548-2542. The place to be on January 16th is 1021 E Street NE. 
	

	“Balance” Sculpture Dedicated
	More Trees for Kingsman

	The dedication of “Balance,” the new sculpture in front of Maury ES, took place as planned on Sunday, December 15. After several cold damp days, nervously eyeing the weather reports, we were rewarded with a beautiful sunny day, warm by December standards. Multi-colored balloons tossed about in the breeze, lending a festive air to the proceedings.

We had a good turnout, with many neighbors in attendance and many guests from outside the immediate neighborhood. Both Channel 4 and The Voice of the Hill covered the event. It was especially rewarding to see so many of the staff, students, and families from Maury in attendance.

Speakers included Sherry Schwechten, our guiding light at the Arts Commission (who served as emcee); Elizabeth Nelson, Chair of the NLPNA (who thanked everyone who had worked on the project); Anthony Gittens, Executive Director of the D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities; Tommy Wells, School Board Representative; Marcia Billig, the artist; Dale Talbert, Principal of Maury; Alex Foxx, Vice President of Student Government at Maury and a student in Ms Hemphill’s 6th grade class (who gave a speech on “Fostering the Spirit of Community”); and Johnathan Simms, a poet and member of the same class (who read a poem written specially for the occasion).
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Photos: Bruce Robey, Voice of the Hill
	Following the dedication, we were treated to a lovely reception in Maury’s multi-purpose room, hosted by the PTSA, headed by Albert Williams. As always, the school looked beautifully clean and inviting. (One guest, a substitute teacher in Montgomery County, exclaimed “It sparkles!”) The art teacher, Ms. Williams, had arranged a display of her students’ work. It was a delight to be able to showcase  one of our excellent DC public schools!

Many, many thanks to everyone who helped with this project over the course of the last two years: the neighbors (who wrote the application, served on the selection committee, attended the workshops, planned the dedication, and distributed the invitations); the Arts Commission (who sponsored the project); and most especially the artist, Marcia Billig. This sculpture is such a wonderful gift to the neighborhood and would not be possible without everyone working together.
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	Thanks to the generous support of Garden Resources of Washington (GROW), three new trees were planted at the Kingsman Field in November. GROW has been a long-time, loyal supporter of the Kingsman Field, and these trees will provide shade for the field users for many years. There is still no word on when the renovations to the Kingsman Field will begin.

Only Three 

Entertainment Books Left
NLPNA has only three Entertain-ment 2003 books still left to sell. Entertainment books have valuable coupons that allow you to get half off at many area restaurants, and hundreds of other savings.

The Entertainment books cost only $35 dollars when you buy them through NLPNA (they sell for $40 at Safeway). For every Entertainment book that NLPNA sells, we earn $7. So far this year, NLPNA has raised $133. It’s easy to buy an Entertainment book.   Simply call Suzanne Wells at 547-2477 to get a book.

Call Boxes

In response to a notice in the December Buzz, Delila Katzka and Bill Ament have volunteered to lead up the call box effort for NLPNA. A meeting will be held on January 30 at 6:30 p.m. at Delila’s home. Please call her at 547-4654  or  e-mail dj.katzka@verizon.net for more information.
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