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	100 Days of Learning

Maury Elementary School celebrated 100 days of learning on January 31. Students who had read 40 or more books, along with adult “distinguished readers” from throughout the community, were treated to a program in the school’s multi-purpose room. Special guests included Olympic gold medallist Dominique Dawes; City Council-members Sharon Ambrose, Phil Mendelson, and Harold Brazil; ANC Commissioner Nick Alberti; and Mayor Williams’ mother, Mrs. Williams. Highlights included a play by Mrs. Boudreaux’s students and speeches by Ms. Dawes and Mrs. Williams. Mrs. Woods’ fifth grade students served as emcees. At the end of the program, the principal, Mr. Talbert, invited the adult readers to visit the classrooms and read to the children.

As always, the guests were impressed with the good work of Mrs. Davis and her custodial staff.

March Meeting

Karina Ricks of the DC Office of Planning will attend the March  NLPNA meeting to present the Strategic Development Plan for H Street NE. This plan outlines a strategy for reviving the H Street corridor as a neighborhood center for retail, housing, dining, entertainment, education, and culture. It features enhanced transit service, diverse retail establish-ments, and a distinctive streetscape.

Buzz distributors are needed for the 1400 block of E St., and the unit & 100 blocks of 14th St. Call Elizabeth at 543-3512.
	Miner Elementary Moves Into New Building

On Monday, January 20, Principal Angela Tilghman, teachers, stud-ents, and staff of Miner Elementary School hosted “A Celebration of Dreams” in honor of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and to celebrate moving into their new building, at 601 15th Street, NE. 

Dr. Paul Vance, Superintendent of D.C. Public Schools, thanked the teachers and staff for working on a holiday to prepare the building for its “first day of school” on the 21st. In a statement to The Buzz, Dr. Vance said, “This is another indication of the quality reform taking place in the D.C. Public Schools. We have a ten-year, two-billion-dollar master plan where every school in the District will be modernized or rebuilt. I apologize to the parents for the long overdue attention to these faulty facilities.”

Planning for the new building, which has a student capacity of 560, began in 1999. Special features include a counseling suite, parent center, music and art rooms, science and computer labs, four extended learning areas, gymnasium, and library/media center.

The old school building was a 1900 building with a 1961 addition. The 1900 building, a historical building, will be preserved. There are no current plans for its use. The 1961 addition will be torn down.

Learn to Knit

The Northeast branch library is sponsoring free knitting lessons. Anyone eight or older who wants to learn is invited to attend. Exper-ienced knitters are also welcome, 
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· NLPNA meeting, first Tuesday (March 4), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial Church, 14th & C St. NE. H St. presentation. (See article.) All are welcome.

· Call box meeting, Thursday, March 6, 6:30 p.m. (See article.)

· PSA 512 meeting, second Wednesday (March 12), 7 p.m., Lane Memorial Church, 14th & C St. NE.

· ANC6A meeting, second Thursday (March 13), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE.

· Knitting lessons, Monday, March. 17, 7 p.m., NE Library, 7th St. & Md. Ave. (See article.)

· PSA 511 meeting, third Wednesday (March 19), 7 p.m., Teacher’s Credit Union, 9th & D St. NE.

· NLPNA meeting, April 1. (No fooling.)

· H St. Open House, Saturday, April 5, 10 a.m.-12 noon, 1300 block of H St. Come, meet the merchants, and explore these convenient retail options.

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512.

to hone their skills and help the beginners. Donations of yarn and knitting needles are welcome. The first class will be March 17 (not the 19th as previously reported). For more information, contact Michelle Jackson, 698-3299.

	February NLPNA Meeting
	Updates & Thanks

	Joel Scharfer, of the Charter School Development Corporation (CSDC), as well as representatives of the Options and Sasha Bruce charter schools, attended the February meeting to discuss their plans for use of the Kingsman school property.

Options Public Charter School serves grades K-8 and is the first charter school to receive accreditation. Sasha Bruce (SBPCS) is chartered to serve grades 6-12 but cannot accommodate the older grades in its current space. Most of the students are Ward 6 residents.

Many SBPC parents and students came to the meeting to share their testimony about the positive learning environment at the school. Neighbors were reassured to hear that students are not allowed to leave the campus during school hours and that the students are escorted to their transportation at 

Call Boxes

The call box program is being reinvigorated and the time to get involved is right now. Delila Katzka (547-4694) and Bill Ament (388-9529) are leading the call box project for NLPNA.
The next meeting of the NLPNA Call Box team will be held at Bill Ament’s home (515 13th St.) March 6 at 7:30 p.m. If you’re an artist, historian, grant writer, or just have ideas for what you’d like to see displayed in and on our call boxes, come to this meeting. Or, if you’re interested but can’t attend the meeting, complete the volunteer sign up sheet at right and drop it off at 515 13th St. or 228 Warren St.

THE BUZZ 

EDITORIAL TEAM
Jennie Allen

Elizabeth Nelson

Suzanne Wells

Nick Alberti
	the end of the day. Issues such as parking and after-school activities were also addressed. The public is invited to visit the school in its current location, near the Marine Corps Barracks.

The current plan is that the CSDC will begin renovation of the annex portion of the building this spring so that SBPCS can occupy it during the 2003-2004 school year.  Meanwhile the main building will be renovated so that both schools can assume occupancy in July 2004.

The CSDC, in its role as owner/ landlord, will be responsible for the building’s upkeep, maintenance, and repairs. CSDC will also provide the after-hours, weekend, and holiday security. School and CSDC officials pledged their support in maintaining the ball field and basketball court.

Councilmember Phil Mendel-son also attended the meeting.

Call Box Sign Up Sheet
Name: ________________________________Phone: ________________________________

Address: ________________________________

E-mail: ________________________________

Check each one that interests you:

___  Artist – Develop artwork, paint treatment scheme, and materials list, and produce the artwork

___  Writer – Work with artist to develop words and check for grammar, and contribute to liveliness of the work

___  Researcher – Develop historical information, check facts, find supporting photos and supporting documentation

___  Captain – Keep tabs on the progress of one or more call boxes as they go through the project, troubleshoot, help with fundraising, work with Coordinator
	Work on the Natatorium was not completed in time for the Annual Black History Invitational Swim Meet, which was held at UDC instead. There’s no word yet on when it will open to the public.

Thanks to everyone who bought Entertainment books; NLPNA raised $182 this year.

A huge THANK-YOU to Leo Pinson, Ward 6 services coordinator, for arranging the removal of the abandoned vehicles on the old Trants parking lot.

Thanks to all the neighbors who helped the dedicated head custodian, Ms. Davis, shovel snow at Maury E.S., including Elizabeth Nelson, Karen Ostlie, Luca Guerrieri, Marissa Irwin, and ANC Commissioners Nick Alberti and Cody Rice.

___  Monitor – Nearby neighbor who can watch for and report vandalism, possibly remove graffiti

___  Map Maker – Pinpoint all the call boxes, photograph and catalog boxes 

___  Neighborhood Coordinator – Keep track of assignments, coordinate with other Capital Hill neighborhood groups, keep neighbors informed

___  Technical Advisors – Give advice in their area of experience regarding preparation, repair, paint, types of etchings or plaques, weather resistant materials, etc.

___  Fundraising – Work with others to generate ideas and manage activities related to raising matching funds (up to $250 per box will be available from the city)

___  Publicity – Work with team to encourage community involvement through The Buzz, other publica-tions and signs, etc. Work with writers and neighborhood groups to develop “walking tour” brochure








































































































